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Iron  men  changing  hearts  in  Tishomingo 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


sacrifice.  I  sure  hadnT 
been  doing  that!" 
Proverbs  27:17  states:  "As  iron  These  men  began 
sharpens  iron,  so  one  man  shaip-  inviting  other  men  to 
ens  another."  In  lishomin^  join  them  for  exercise, 
Chiirdi  in  Tishomingo  County,  a  prim<irilY  weight  lifting, 
group  of  men  have  taken  mis  fellowship,  and  prayer, 
verse  to  heart  —  literally.  The  group  grew  to  15  or 

Royce  Howie,  men's  min-  so  men  meeting  three 
istry  coordinator  at  Tishomingo  times  weekly. 

Church,  said,  "In  February  of  The  group  now  meets 
1999  I'd  found  myself  badly  in  a  storage  building 
overweight,  out  of  shape,  and  behind  the  offices  of  the 
would  become  out  of  breath  Tishomingo  Association, 
just  putting  on  nw  clodies  or  Several  men  have  donat- 
tymg  my  snoes."  nobby  Cobb,  ed  exercise  eouipment. 
missions  director  for  A  typical  evening 
Tishomingo  Association,  invit-  begins  with  the  men 
ed  Howie  to  begin  working  out  breaking  up  into  groups 

three.  Each 
group  cycles 
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mrough  the 

equmment, 
a  different 
last  of  muscles  each 

nij^t.  A  great  deal  HEAVYTfimNC  —  Jim  PTmoSl^,  pastor  of  Tishomingo  Church,  tackle 
or  good-natured  a  heavily-weighted  barbell  as  a  part  of  his  three-times-a-week  workout  in  his 
ribbing  goes  0^  but  church's  Iron  Man  Ministry.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

no  CMie  IS  made  fun  - ; 

of  because  of  his  lack  of  A  young  father  who  was  sweat  from  his  forehead.  "That 
ability  going  through  a  difficult  how  important  this  prayer  time 

"We  encourage  the  men  divorce  said  uiat  if  it  hadn't  is  to  me.  No  matter  what  is  hap- 
to  lift  as  much  as  they  been  for  the  influence  of  this  pening,  I  know  tfiat  there  will  be 
want,  based  on  health,  minist^,  he  would  have  killed  12  to  14  men  praying  for  me." 
ability,  and  eimerience,"  himself.  He  had  gone  as  far  as  Howie  took  a  long  look 
said  Howie.  "During  die  to  put  a  gun  to  his  head.  around  the  bviilding  after  the 

summer  we  have  several  rinkerton  was  delighted  men  had  prayed  and  were 
yoimg  men  come,  and  die  with  what  the  ministry  had  heading  home.  "You  don't 
adults  help  diem  along."  accomplished.  "I  know  of  at  need  a  big  expensive  building 
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The  fallacy  of  planning  for  failure 


m  and  hottest  diet  program  available.  You  also  teach  them  how  to  enjoy 
JL  really,  really  want  to  lose  weight.  The  their  failure, 
m^y  efforts  to  discipline  yourself  have  "Take  it  from  us;  they're  bet- 
failed.  Your  self-esteem  is  low  and  your  ter  off  knowing  how  to  manage 
wei^t  is  high  because  of  the  mistakes  both  sets  of  circumstances." 
you^ve  made  m  the  past.  Not  necessarily.  The  many 

You  need  someone  to  show  you  the  way  abstinence-only  programs 
to  acheive  your  goals.  You  need  a  support  springing  up  around  the  country 
group  for  encouragement  and  accountabU-  give  me  fie  to  the  basic  concept  of 
ity.  Vou  need  to  know  you  are  not  alone.  childhood  sex  education  —  that 
You're  sitting  at  your  first  meeting  of  children  must  be  prepared  for 
this  new  diet  program,  anxious  to  know  the  certain^  of  premari^  sex. 
the  secrets  of  losing  weight.  You  catch  your  The  wildly-successful  True 

breath  as  tne  instructor  walks  in.  Love  Waits  program,  by  LifeWay 
This  is  the  night  for  which  you've  Christian  Resources  of  the 
been  waiting!  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  is 

Much  to  your  surprise,  the  proof  that  abstinence-only  pro¬ 
instructor  spends  less  than  two  min-  grams  can  succeed, 
utes  on  how  to  lose  weight  and  then  To  the  argument  that  all  evi- 
announces,  "So  much  for  that.  In  dence  of  such  programs'  suc- 
case  you  fail  —  and  we  all  know  you  cesses  are  anecdotal,  ^e  Best 
will  rail  at  some  point  —  we're  going  Friends  program  in  Washington, 
to  spend  ttie  rest  of  the  evening  talk-  D.C.,  has  the  answer, 
ing  about  how  to  enjoy  your  fauure!"  Chartered  by  Elayne  Bennett, 

Would  you  not  be  dumbfound-  wife  of  author  and  former  U.S. 
ed?  Would  you  not  be  indignant?  Education  Secretary  ffill 
Would  you  not  have  a  thing  or  two  Bennett,  the  Best  Friends  pro¬ 
to  say  to  the  instructor?  gram  is  focused  on  the 

"l^ten,"  retorts  the  instructor,  Washington  neighborhoods 
"we  all  know  it's  better  to  lose  weight  where  me  teen  pregnancy  rate  is  among 
and  keep  it  off,  but  you  also  have  to  the  highest  in  the  nation, 
know  wtut  to  do  when  you  give  in  to  Best  Friends  teaches  teenaged  girls  to 
tenmtation  —  because  you  will  respect  themselves  and  plan  for  a  bright 

"Take  it  from  me;  you're  better  off  future  that  includes  complete  abstinence 
knowing  how  to  manage  both  sets  of  dr-  from  sexual  activities  —  no  excuses  and  no 
cumstances."  fallback  plan. 

Needless  to  say,  most  of  us  wouldn't  be  The  gu'ls  attend  classes  on  topics  such  as 
back  for  foe  second  meeting.  Most  likely,  we  "refusal  skills"  when  approached  for  sex, 
would  see  to  it  that  such  a  disgraceful  scam  and  how  to  tell  the  difference  between  love 
was  banished  forever  from  our  communites.  and  sex.  They  are  individually  mentored 
Yet  there  is  just  such  a  disgraceful  scam  by  successful  women  who  volunteer  to 
being  blissfully  perpetrated  in  many  of  our  serve  as  role  models, 
conununities,  under  the  guise  of  childhood  They  are  treated  to  a  weekly  ,  aerobics 

sex  education.  class  to  build  self-esteem  about  fneir  phys- 

"Yes,  abstinence  is  foe  best  and  most  ical  appearance.  They  are  awarded  a  spe- 
desirable  course,"  the  proponents  admit,  cial  T-shirt  and  gym  bag  signifying  their 
"but  we  all  know  these  children  are  going  commitment  to  Best  Friends. 
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a  painful  journey  six 
ago,  whm  1  was 


id  my  attitude.  The  Hedy 
juietfy  revealed  to  me  that 
died  fen*  all  mankind.  He 
\e  penalty  of  sin  for  every- 
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When  he  was  nailed  to  foe 
cross,  foere  were  no  exception 
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n  By  Jerry  miiarns,  member  I 

J  Motrison  Heights  ChuTch,  Clinton  I  tains  and  calmed  foe  storms  in 

I  my  life.  Today  I  have  joy  and 
peace.  My  faifo  has  deepened 
ar^ers.  ual  lifestyle  and  I  do  not  have  foe  oeyemd  imagination.  I  depend  on 

o  study  God's  heart  of  Christ  in  this  matter."  himalone. 

»r  my  loved  one.  There  was  a  need  for  me  to  get  Thank  you,  Fafoer,  for  healing 

seeined  ineffec-  honest  wifo  myself  and  others.  my  broken  heart  and  returning 
>  constan^  ask-  Finally,  I  had  my  wife  contact  my  joy. 

Radical  Living  Love  In  Acti^  wno  refoned  us  C^'s  invitation  is  open  to  all 
Ihe  answer  I  to  Radical  Living  in  Louisville,  who  will  come  to  him  for  rest 
was,  'Tmfine;!  Miss.  As  I  reached  out  to  God,  the  "Afier  you  have  suffered  a  little 
elp  "  support  group  prayed  for  my  while,  the  Cod  of  all  grace,  who  has 

mes  I  told  foat  wife  and  me  and  held  me  called  you  to  his  eternal  glory  in 
Kjws.  Secretly  I  accountable  for  my  feelings.  Christ  Jesus  mil  Himself  restore, 
3  God,  "Do  you  Gently  they  encourag^  me  to  establish,  and  strengthen  yow. "  —  1 
rK)t  see  the  pain  dig  into  my  own  Ufe  mkI  search  Peter  5:10  (RSV) 

ing?  Can't  you  for  the  garoage  which  needed  to  . 

rting?"  be  released.  This  was  foe  begin-  Editor's  note:  Morrison  Heights 

T  to  me  was,  nii^  of  my  recovery.  I  had  to  con-  Church,  Clinton,  will  sponsor  a  Love 
c^."  f^  the  sin  of  pnde  and  other  in  Actim  Conference  on  May  18-19. 

iting  on  me.  It  sins  I  did  not  evert  recognize  To  receive  a  registration  form  or  for 
le  morning  dur-  until  foe  Holy  Spirit  revealed  more  informahon,  contact  Jennifn 
I  found  myself  them  to  me.  Janes,  Morrison  Heights  Baptist 

r  I  had  resisted  They  disdpled  me  wifo  God's  Church,  201  Morrison  Drive, 
"God,  I  need  a  Word,  which  revealed  his  truth  Clinton,  MS  39056.  Telephone: 
am  to  support  and  light  Satan's  lies  have  also  (601)  924-5260.  R^tration  is  lim- 
attend  Radical  been  exposed  and  I  have  been  lib-  ited  to  50  participants.  The 
Vly  heart  is  cold  erated  from  his  stronghold.  Williamses  will  also  begin  a  Radical 

ref  foe  homosex-  God  changed  my  heart  He  Living  support  group  in  June. 
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Hope  and  healing 
for  the  hurting 

By  Jerry  Williams,  member 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton 

Paralyzed  trooper's  baptism  'inspiration 

PRYOR,  Okla.  (BP)  —  ^ _ — 


him  on  this  Earth,"  said 
Williams,  whose  first  person¬ 
al  encounter  with  Smith 
came  when  Williams'  15- 
year-old  daughter,  Georgi- 
anna,  was  seriously  injured 
in  an  automobile  accident. 

To  help  offset  some  of  the 
family's  medical  expenses, 
Hollingsworth  organized  a 
"sticker"  campaim. 

The  wind^^d  stickers, 
bearing  Smith's  badge  num¬ 
ber  725,  were  sold  to  Mayes 
County  residents  for  a  mini- 


stood  on  opposite  sides  of 
the  baptistry  First 

Church,  Pryor,  Okla. 

Water  dripped  from  their 
white  baptismal  robes  as 
they  watched  their  husband 
and  father  being  lowered 
into  the  water  by  five  burly 
men,  as  he  followed  his  fam- 
ily  in  a  public  profession  of 
his  faith  m  Jesus  Christ. 

Wendell  Lang 
awaited  below  as  Steve 
Smith,  in  his  wheelchair,  was 
lowered  into  the  water  by  fel- 
low  Oklahoma  Highway 
Patrol  (OHP)  troopers  Ted 
Hollingsworth,  Wayne 
Carman,  Scott  Horton,  and 
Branson  Perry,  assisted  by 
Smith's  close  friend  Larrv 

The  baptismal  pool  was 
almost  a  lifetime  away  from 
the  pool  of  blood  in  where  NEW  MAN  IN  Ch 
Smith  had  lain  ,----■ 

1999,  after  a  bullet 

.357  mamum  revolver  blast - ^ 

ed  into  the  right  side  of  his  neck  Finally,  the  f« 

as  he  wrestled  with  a  suspect  and  prayed  for 
who  already  had  killed  his  wife  were  led  to  atter 
and  was  threatening  to  end  his  Pryor  —  togetht 
own  life  as  well.  "We  knew  th 

Smith's  baptism  is  an  affir-  went,  we  had  fi 
mation  that  the  former  OHP  Smith  said.  "A1 
trooper  believes  despite  his  about  it  some  m( 
limitations  that  God  is  going  to  to  make  it  our  cl 
use  him,  and  in  a  mighty  way.  Having  never 
"God  has  big  things  in  store  Steve  and  Jeanei 
for  me,  Sfnith  saioT  "1  don't  Lang,  and  f^vea 
know  what  it  is  yet,  but  he  has  to  do  so. 
a^atplan."  "Steve's  desi 

Smith,  39,  was  saved  at  the  tized  should  be 
First  Assembly  of  God  Church  to  us  all," 
in  Muskogee,  Okla.,  when  he  "Spiritually,  it  se 
was  a  teenager,  but  had  not  of  identification 
been  baptized.  Jeanette  also  burial,  and  resur 
was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  Christ.  At  the  s 
of  God  Church  and  attended  a  very  significan 
chun*  in  Salina,  Okla.,  about  Steve's  lunitatior 
10  miles  east  of  Pryor.  "The  fact  tha 

Meanwhile,  Blake  and  tized  while  in  hi 
Jeanette's  son  from  a  previous  a  salient  point  tl 
marriage,  Christopher,  14,  us  wherever  we  j 
attended  First  Church,  Pryor.  On  ttiat  dark 
"We  just  weren't  together,"  1999,  all  indicatii 
Jeane^  cordessed.  "Wte  were  the  fact  that  Ste’ 
experiencing  all  sorts  of  prob-  was  over.  At  6-4 
lems,  and  it  was  tearing  our  Smith  was  a  vel 
family  apart."  patrolman  whc 


able  with  our  church," 
revealed  Williams,  who 
noted  that  Smith's  baptism 
was  carried  out  by  several  of 
his  friends  carrying  his 
wheelchair  only  a  week  after 
y  &hool  lesson 
3ie  four  men  who 
their  paralytic 
friend  down  through  the 
—  roof  to  see  Jesus  and  be 
healed  in  Mark  2:1-12. 

.  pre-  "As  Jesus  healed  that  para- 

alcohol  lyzed  man,  1  think  God  is  going 
to  use  Steve  mightily  in  the 
future,"  Williams  said.  "In  fact, 
there  have  been  a  myriad  of  indi- 


the  Sunda 

nn  Ar>..;i  oc:  fU„  k _ .•  .  k  r  j —  "'.Xr"  »»<iCTrn_iiciii,  IS  iieifjea  oui  oi  was  about  t 

vl/  Church,  Pryor,  Okla.,  after  being  baptized  by  lowered 

ullet  from  a  pastor  Wendell  Lang  (far  right).  (BP  photo)  ^  friend  c 


BAPTISTS 


wn  known  in  Northeast  Oklahoma 
hey  for  his  covmtless  hours  of 

cH,  !  ■  ■ 

awareness  programs  to  school 
we  children  in  the  area, 
le,"  Hiat  longest  day  of  Steve 

red  Smith  s  life  found  him  in  a  cations  I  have  seen  already  that 
led  cemetery  near  Bernice,  Okla.,  as  God's  hand  of  protection  is  on 
toe  murder  suspect  held  about  Steve,  and  he  has  brought  him 
ed,  40  peace  officers  at  bay  that  through  this  oideal  for  a  purpose 
Tth  evemng.  ^ 

>ire  Smito  and  Delaware  County 

Sheriff  Jim  Earp  tried  for  more  ^ 

ap-  than  an  hour  to  get  the  man  to 

ion  give  up  his  weapon.  When  the  W 

id.  man  finally  put  his  weapon  ^ 
int  down  on  a  bench,  toe  officers 
to,  rushed  him  in  an  attenrot  to 
>us  end  the  standoff  and  Smith  was 
it's  shot  in  the  ensuing  struggle, 

of  Earp  received  a  wound  *to 

toe  am'  while  the  suspect  died.  Jeanette  credits  the  power  of 
ip-  After  bemg  wounded.  Smith  prayer  for  bringing  her  hus- 
•  IS  was  nished  to  a  Miami  hospi-  band  through  his  test.  "I  deeply 
^  w 'j-  appreciate  all  toe  prayers  Mid 

•I  ^  ^  Joplin,  Mo.  support  from  our  community," 

.  s*'®  said  recently.  "More 

to  Rog^  Tun^ike  between  once,  I  believe  that  toe  power  of 
ite  Vimta^d  Miaim,  paramedics  the  prayers  for  Steve  were  what 
^®^rorced  to  stop  and  give  got  him  through  some  really 
av  iMtuto  a  transfusiwi  of  blood  in  terrible  medical  problems 
11-  order  for  him  to  survive  toe  ride.  "We'll  never  forget  toe  love 
"The  only  reason  Steve  is  still  shown  to  us  by  so  many  peo- 
m  here  is  because  God  wanted  pie,"  she  said. 
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Don  Stanfill,  director  of  missions  for  Lafayette  and  Marshall 
ations,  reports  there  were  270  professions  of  faith,  represeni 
churches  in  17  denominations  at  a  recent  Jay  Strack  crusade  I 
north  Mississippi. 


Sidney  Smith,  an  African-American  serving  as  ethnic  liaison  consultant 
for  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  reports  that  African-American 
Southern  Baptists  are  the  largest  ethnic  constituency  in  the  convention 
with  churches  recording  almost  275,000  African-American  members. 


Temple  Church  is  organized  at  Petal  on  April  1,  with  O.  R.  Mosely 
preaching  the  first  sermon  toat  ni^t.  Since  the  church's  organization 
there  have  been  29  additions  to  the  church 


eight  by  baptism. 
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So.  Baptist  membership  hits  record  mark 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Music  ministry  enrollment /participa-  of  church  property  and  church-type  mis- 
Membership  in  Southern  Baptist  churches  tion  declined  by  12,072  or  0.72%  to  a  total  sions  operated  by  churches  —  were 
continued  to  climb  toward  me  16  million  of  1,654,877.  affected  by  changes  in  the  numbers  of 

mark  in  2000,  with  an  increase  of  108,552  Woman's  Missionary  Union  enroll-  state  conventions  providing  data, 
bringing  the  total  number  of  members  to  ment  declined  by  17,370  or  1.91%  to  Church  property  value  declined  by 
an  all-time  high  of  15,960,308.  892,157.  7.24%  to  $25,201,554,006.  Church-type 

While  the  increase  of  0.68%  was  less  Totals  in  two  other  categories  —  value  missions  increased  by  39.55%  to  5,243. 
than  the  0.78%  gain  of  122,400  members  in  r-^ - -z - ^ 1 - r - _ _ _ j- — zr - ^ - 

im  the  2000  total  surpasses  the  previous  SoutHem  Bsotist  AnnuBi  Church  Profile 

all-time  high  of  15,891,514  members  item/Statbtic  Final  2000  Final  1999  Numeric  Change  Percent  Change 

reported  mrW7,  according  to  State  Conventions  39  39  0  0.00% 

the^^uaJ_^ChurchproWe(ACn.  T  ^  Associations  1,200  1,201  -1  -0.08% 

compiled  by  LifeWay  ii.saa  *1.099  *89  1.19% 


Love  in  Action 
Conference  set 
for  May  18-19 

A  Love  in  Action  conference, 
offering  help  and  hope  through 
the  power  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
family  and  friends  of  homosex¬ 
ual  loved  ones,  will  be  held  at 
Morrison  Heights  Church, 
Clinton,  on  May  18-19. 

The  conference  will  include 
testimonies  as  well  as  studies 
on  the  biblical  view  of  sexuali¬ 
ty,  causes  of  homosexuality, 
and  communications  tools  to 
speak  openly  and  honestly 
about  homosexuality. 

Conference  leaders  will  include 
Linda  and  John  Cude,  whose 
son  died  of  AIDS;  Heather 
Lesley,  whose  husband  left  her 
and  their  four  daughters  for  a 
homosexual  lifestyle;  K.C. 
Winters,  who  recently  shared 
his  story  of  recovery  from 
homosexuality  on  the  ABC  tele¬ 
vision  network's  20/20  news¬ 
magazine;  and  Nathan  Bell,  a 
counselor,  whose  father  lives 
the  homosexual  lifestyle. 

There  is  no  fee  for  the  confer¬ 
ence,  and  registration  is  limited 
to  50  participants.  To  receive  a 
registration  form  or  for  more 
information,  contact  Jennifer 
Janes,  Morrison  Heights  Baptist 
Church,  201  Morrison  Drive, 
Clinton,  MS  39056.  Telephone: 
(601)924-5260. 


Total  Membership 


414.657 


Ratio  of  B^tisffls: 


Total  Membership 


Other  Additions 


8,186,415 


232,118 


EnroHment/Partidpation  (1)  2,208,427 


Musk  Ministry 
EnroNment/Partidpatioa 
WMU  Enrollment 


1,654,877 

892,157 


Men/Boys  Mission  Education 


EnroHment/Partidpation  (2) 


Total  THhes,  Offerings, 


Undesignated  Receipts  $5,980,939,876  $5,607,034,479  $373,905,397 


Total  Receipts 


$8,437,177,940  $7,772,452,961  $664,724,979 


Total  Mission 

ExpefkKt«res(3)  $936,520,388  $795,207,316  $141,313,072 

Value  Church  Property  (4)  $25,201,554,006  $27,169,793,830  $1,968.239,824 


AM  Worship  Attendance 


5,418,348 


Church-type  Missions 


Operated  by  Churches  (5) 


Jesus  spent  a  lifetime 
demonstrating  to  us  how 
important  it  is  to  build  right 
relationships.  Family,  friends, 
co-workers,  church  members 
—  there  are  folks  all  around 
who  can  not  only  bless  you, 
■  i  you  can  be  a 


The  master  teacher,  our  Lord 
Jesus,  helped  us  to  imderstand 
what  life  is  by  explaining  what 
it  is  not.  He  said,  "Life  consisteth 
not  of  the  abundance  of  things 
which  a  person  possesses." 

In  our  "/  ivant,  gimme,  self- 
centered,  greedy"  world,  we 
often  can  only  understand  life 

by  what  we  would  have  if  we  own  teeth,  or  feed  herself.  The 
could  have  more  —  more  drunk  who  was  driving  the 
money,  more  cars,  more  trin-  other  car  was  charged,  found 
kets,  more  gadgets,  more  high-  guilty,  and  is  now  serving  92 
tech  doodads.  Jesus  says  you  years  in  prison  for  the  death  insi; 
need  to  look,  evaluate,  and  put  and  the  accident.  j 

life  in  perspective  and  realize  Cindy  spends  most  of  her  i 
that  it  is  not  all  those  thirds.  life  in  a  wheel  chair  struggling  thoughtfully  and  in 

A  couple  of  years  ago  Cindy  to  function  and  grieving  over  his  gracious  outp< 

Brennan  hit  the  jackpot,  her  losses.  To  use  a  popular 
Everything  about  life  was  going  phrase  of  today,  "Who  ivants  to 
right  for  her,  she  thought.  She  he  a  millionaire/"  35  times  over 
was  newly  married  to  a  man  she  if  you  cannot  walk,  function,  or 
deeply  loved,  and  the  two  of  enjoy  life? 
them  made  a  trip  to  Las  Vegas 
whefe  she  hit  the  jackpot,  wm- 
ning  $35  million  dollars!  Now, 
happily  married  and  wealthy, 
could  fife  be  any  better? 

Three  weeks  after  she  won 
the  pile'  of  money,  tragedy 
struck  Cindy  Brennan.  She  and 
her  sister  were  involved  in  a 
terrible  car  accident  caused  by 
a  drunk  driver.  On  that  day 
Cindy  lost  her  sister,  who  she 
was  so  close  to,  and  also  lost 
the  use  of  her  arms  and  legs,  as 
well  as  almost  losing  her  fife. 

Today  Cindy  is  a  wealthy  who  enjoy  so  much'  good  and  the  things  that  he 
quadriplegic  who  cannot. walk,  health,  so  m<uiy  dimensions  of  ly  had  ignored  —  fi] 
comb  her  own  hair,  brush  her  God*s  good  provisions  that  brothers  —  became  important. 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


but  to  whom 
blessing. 

The  final  thought  about  this 
situation  that  helps  put  life  in 
allow  us  to  enjoy  coming  and  perspective  is  that  fife  is  not 
going,  working  and  playing,  gold but  God! 
and  then  we  turn  and  grumble  For  the  Christian,  we  know 
and  grouse  about  small  and  that  whatever  happens,  what- 
nificant  matters.  ever  or  whoever  we  may  lose, 

nw  long  has  it  been  since  the  Lord  will  sustain  us  and 
you  have  paused  to  thank  God  stay  with  us.  We  know  that 
■depth  for  loved  ones  in  Christ,  we  will 
)uring  of  meet  again.  Leases  of  things  — 
jobs,  dreams,  and  even  promis- 
We  are  reminded,  also,  of  es  —  whatever  may  oe  lost, 
the  fact  that  life  is  relationships  broken,  or  unattainable,  does 
and  not  riches.  Cin^  and  her  not  mean  the  end  of  the  world 
sister  were  close.  They  were  or  the  annihilation  of  hope  that 
not  only  sisters  by  birth,  but  we  have  in  God! 
their  souls  were  knit  together  If  I  could  share  with  Cindy 
as  friends  -  the  kind  of  friend  Brennan  one  glorious  truth,  it 
that  you  cannot  replace  and  the  would  be  the  same  thing  that  I 
kind  of  friend  that  is  worth  would  tell  you  -  that  regardless 
more  than  $35  million  dollars!  of  the  circumstances  of  life,  in 
Jesus  told  that  riveting  Jesus  Christ,  God's  Savior  emd 
you  suppose  Cindy  accovmt  of  a  man  who  lived  his  Provider,  we  have  the  possibil- 
jive  $35  million  dollars  life  surroimded  by  opulence  —  ity  of  life  abundant!  It  is  amaz- 
again?  Do  yoti  suppose  good  food,  fine  clothes,  life  as  ing  that  so  many  spend  a  life- 
it  were  possible  she  he  wanted  it,  yet  then  died  and  time  expending  energy  and 
give  that  and  more  just  lifted  up  his  eyes  in  Hell!  pointless  effort  to  gmn  and 

)le  to  use  her  arms  and  Suddenly,  all  the  things  that  attain  what  means  nothine, 

_  _ _ J!  J”,  _ J  .  1  •  -r.  ,./•  •  •  .L  tP 

while  ignormg  the  one  who 
means  everytlmig. 

Today,  make  your  goal 
instead  of  gold  being  your 
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NAME  releases  'Missions  Education  101 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
An  unprecedented  pacl^ge  of 
resources  from  the  SouUiem 
Baptist  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  is 
designed  to  help  churches 
equip  and  mobilize  every 
member  in  fulfilling  Christ^ 
Great  Commission. 

"It's  Mission  Education  101 
in  1^  view,"  Urn  Seanor, 
NAMd's  director  of  mission 
education,  said  of  the  com¬ 
prehensive  resources  avail¬ 
able  in  the  recently  intro¬ 
duced  On  Mission  Church 
Planning  Kit. 

It  is  based  largely  on 
Christ's  message  to  tne  early 
disciples  in  Acts  1:8  that  they 
"will  be  my  witnesses  in 
Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea 
and  Samaria,  and  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth." 

"Instead  of  missions  pro¬ 
motion  or  advertising,  what 
we're  trying  to  do  is  intro¬ 
duce  the  concept  of  each 
Christian  having  a  missionary 
responsibility,  "and  each 
Christian  becoming  skilled  as 
an  effective  on-mission 
Christian,"  Seanor  said. 

"If  we  can  get  that  point 
across,  then  what  we'll  nave 
is  40,000  mission  strategy  cen¬ 
ters  in  our  churches  instead  of 


two  mission  boards  that  do  it 
all,"  he  said,  "and  we'll  have 
millions  of  missionaries, 
meaning  the  Itiypeople,  and 
not  just  the  I0,0()6  North 
American  and  international 
missionaries." 

The  On  Mission  Church 
Complete  Planning  Kit  is  an 
undated  resource  that  essen¬ 
tially  helps  churches  fine- 
tvme  their  entire  approach  to 
missions  and  ministry.  It  ako 
was  used  as  the  basis  for  the 
2001  North  American 
Missions  Study. 

The  kit  includes  a  variety 
of  resources  for  both  group 
study  and  for  use  by  cnurcn 
leaders  in  shaping  the 
church's  direction. 

The  age-graded  studies 
include:  for  children.  Acts 
1:8  Kids;  for  youth,  Purpose- 
Filled,  Mission-Skilled;  and 
for  adults.  My  Puroose,  His 
Plan:  Sharpening  Your  Skills 
for  His  Mission.  Each  study 
includes  a  teaching  guide,  at 
least  one  student  workbook 
(more  for  the  children),  a 
supporting  videotape  and 
promotional  materials. 
Formats  are  included  for  pre¬ 
senting  the  material  over  90 
minutes,  three  hours,  or  13 
weeks. 


The  primaty  church-wide 
component  is  The  On  Mksion 
Church  Planning  Resource,  a 
loose-leaf  binder  containing 
comprehensive  materials  for 
pastors  and  key  church  lead¬ 
ers  on  integratmg  on-mksion 
principles  in  such  areas  as 
wor^p,  missions  and  mobi¬ 
lization,  education  and  disci- 
pleship,  outreach  and  fellow¬ 
ship,  church-wide  ministries, 
children  and  youth. 

Also  included  are  the  On 
Mission  Church  Weekend 
Manual,  designed  for  study  of 
the  materials  in  a  weekend 
conference  setting  and  The 
On  Mission  Team  Manual  —  a 
guide  for  structuring  an  effec¬ 
tive  leadership  team  for  coor¬ 
dinating  "on-mission"  princi¬ 
ples  throughout  the  church. 

The  mission  skills  covered 
in  the  materials  include  such 
concepts  as  understanding 
the  mission,  praying  effec¬ 
tively,  understanding  the 
group  being  reached,  devel¬ 
oping  relationships,  planning 
a  strategy,  getting  training, 
networking  with  other 
Christians  and  sharing  the 
message. 

In  re-framing  the  context  of 
mission  education,  Seanor 
said  the  focus  turns  from  the 


mission  agencies  to  individ¬ 
ual  churches  and  Christians. 

"Hie  idea  is  that  the  mis¬ 
sion  boards  would  become 
partners  to  expand  your 
church's  participation  in  mk- 
sions.  Instead  of  totally  rely¬ 
ing  on  the  boards  to  do  mis¬ 
sion,  churches  are  asking  die 
mission  boards  to  help  expand 
their  mksion,"  he  said. 

The  new  approach  ako 
allows  individuals  to  take 
more  of  the  initiative  in  mk¬ 
sion  strategy,  rather  than 
waiting  on  leadership  to  con¬ 
ceive  and  promote  a  particu¬ 
lar  effort. 

"If  you  have  these  skilk, 
you  don't  have  to  wait  on  the 
leader.  All  you  have  to  do  k 
look  for  the  mission  opportu¬ 
nities,"  Seanor  said. 

The  On  Mission  Church 
resources  are  only  the  first  in 
a  series  of  materials  to  be 
offered  to  churches  with  a 
similar  approach,  Seanor  said, 
beginning  later  this  year  with 
a  rollov7-up  resource  focusing 
on  lay  church  planting. 

The  On  Mission  Church 
Complete  Planning  Kit  is 
available  through  LifeW^ 
Christian  Resources  at  (800) 
448-8032  or  through  LifeWay 
Christian  Stores. 


1651,  ext  m 
Nurses  a«6-ebo  needbi^ 
staff  each  Mi/ttk  of  Suninr 
GA  csunp  at  Camp  Garaytwa 
in  Ointon  from  June  44ite 
23.  Interested  persons  srau^ki 
contact  Kegb  at  the  above 
telephone  numbers. 


■  i.i'. 
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Just  for  thf  Record 


Psm,  pulpits,  baptistrias, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  steeples,  lighting. 
r'K  iv^K  folding  doors, 

Unurcn  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 ,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Ton  Free  1-000^24-9627 


4200  UMatdMw^IdtMn,  1^  38206 


ON  SALE  NOW! 

$16,995 

2001  Dodge  Caravan 


(601)  >144200  ♦  ieOO-737-1g1  *  www.Mhondodga.coin 


More  than  1000  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put  their 
faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive  insurance 
services  including  property,  general,  and  specific  liability, 
vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized  for 
your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-353-2400  or  1-800-442-0290. 


Stacy  Henderson,  Emily  Forfer,  Nicole  Faulkner;  (back  row)  Helen 
Faulkner,  Shana  Bishop,  Carrie  Harrison,  and  Sharon  Taylor,  teacher. 


1004  Mississippi  Churches 
_  Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


Revivals 

Oral,  Hattiesburg:  May  20- 

23;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Carless  Evans,  Bailey, 
evangelist;  Bob  Barger,  Laurel, 
music;  Jerry  Jones,  pastor. 

Longview  (Pontotoc):  May 

6-9;  7  p.m.;  Riley  "Chili" 
Graham,  evangelist;  different 
music  group  each  night; 
Saturday,  May  5,  youth  rally, 
Pontotoc  Court  Square;  7-10 
p.m.;  Dean  Johnson  and  3:16 
providing  music;  Kevin 
Morrow,  youth  minister. 


GAs  of  First  Church, 
Coldwater,  collected  $1,025 
in  Jingle  Jars  for  the  Lottie 
Moon  Missions  Offering. 
Pictured  (from  left,  front  row) 
are  Kelsey  Bell,  Danielle  Cain, 
Kacey  Johnson,  Kara  Benson; 
(back  row)  Kaitlin  Bell,  Alysca 
Burris,  Katherine  Loftiss,  Kelsie 
Shifflett,  Megann  McElhaney, 
Rachel  Crenshaw,  and  Laura 
Long. 


The  children  of 
New  Harmony 
Church,  Neshoba 
County,  used  an 
Easter  basket  to 
collect  money  for 
the  Annie 

Armstrong 
Offering.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are 
Kory  Gentry, 
Wyatt  McCann, 
Kaylee  McCarm, 
and  Krissie  Gentry. 


Antioch 
Church, 
Columbus,  will 
host  a  gospel  con¬ 
cert  featuring 
Johnny  Parrack, 
formerly  with  the 
Children  of  New  Harmony  Church,  Gold  City  (Juartet, 
Neshoba  County  May  19  at  7  p.m. 

Revival  services, 
led  ^  Parrack,  will  be  held  May 
20-23.  Simday  services  are  11 
a.m.  cmd  6:30  p.m.;  weekday 
services  at  7  p.m. 


Macedonia  Church,  Petal, 
will  hold  dedication  services 
for  a  multipurpose  building. 
May  20-23.  Services  will  be 
held  on  Sunday  at  10  a.m.,  cov¬ 
ered  dish  meal  at  noon;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.  Guest  speakers 
include  Lariy  Kennedy, 
William  Carey  College,  Sunday 
morning;  Je^  Dogcett,  pastor. 
Poplar  Springs,  Mendenhall, 
Monday;  Buddy  Keyes,  pastor. 
First  Church,  Richton,  Tuesday; 
and  L.  H.  McCollough,'  inter¬ 
im  pastor.  Sunrise  Church, 
Petal,  Wednesday.  Nelson 
Crozier  is  pastor.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information,  call  the 
church  at  (601)  545-3110. 


Youth  and  adults  of  First  Church,  Coldwater 


Youth  and  adults  from  First 
Church,  Coldwater,  went  on  a 
mission  trip  to  Jamaica  during 
spring  break.  The  team  built 
pews  for  Mt.  Carmel  Church,  led 
Backyard  Bible  Clubs  and  wor¬ 
ship  services,  passed  out  over 
1,000  Bibles,  ministered  in  a  local 
home  for  girls,  and  did  one-on- 
one  evangelism. 

Pictured  (from  left, 
front  row)  Shirley 
Ferguson,  Jessica 
Johnson,  Jessica 
Crenshaw,  Andrea 
Slocum,  Jill 

Emerson;  (second 
row)  Gloria  Irwin, 

Rod  Irwin,  Bernice 
Bums,  Serita 
Johnson,  Felix 
McElhaney, 

Jacqueline  Poe, 

David  Slocum, 

Jenny  Wilson, 

Sandy  Slocum; 

(third  row)  Daniel 
Spears,  Bankston 
Johnson,  Scot 
Jones,  Curt  Taylor, 

Ryan  Crenshaw,  Kaylee  and 
and  Will  Todd. 

Kaylee  and  YfyM  McCann 
of  New  Harmony  Church, 
Neshoba  County,  are  pictured 
holding  the  Christmas  stocking 
that  was  passed  each  Sunday  for 
the  Lottie  Moon  Offering. 


Memorial  Day  services  will 
be  held  at  Mashulaville  Church, 
Macon,  May  6  at  11  a.m.  The 
speaker  will  be  George  Dye. 

Indian  Springs  Church, 
Jones  County,  will  celebrate 
its  147th  anniversary  on 
homecoming  Sunday,  May  6. 

Activities 
include  Sunday 
School,  9:30 
a.m.;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.;  din¬ 
ner  in  fellowship 
hall;  and  6:30 
.m.  Steve 
esarch,  a  mes¬ 
sianic  Jew,  will 
share  during  the 
evening  service 
about  nis  min¬ 
istry  of  building 
a  bridge  of  love 
between  Jews 
and  Christians. 
Mike  West  is 
pastor.  For  addi¬ 
tional  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601) 
Wyatt  McCann  428-1279. 


Are  your  seniors  tired  ol 
,  crawling  over  ttie 
HUMP?  The  solution  is 
a  IS-passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  roof 
a  electric  step. 

CM  TtlSMi  Mm  a  Bui  1ta*yl  1-8a>a3Ma22 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 
www.th-stalevanbus.oom 
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Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  July  2-6, 2001 


•  Preschool/  Children's  TeamKEDS 

•  Mini-Centrifuge  with 

Mickey  and  Alice  Little,  Mobile 

•  Couples  -  Ronnie  and  Beverly 

Cottingham,  Lucedale 

•  Single  Parenting 

James  Hayes,  FBC,  Biloxi 

•  Transformational  Hearts 

Eugene  Dobbs,  Philadelphia,  Miss. 


•  BBQcookout 

•  Whole  "free"  day 

•  Crafts,  downing  workshops 

•  Ice  cream  and  watermelcm  fellowship 

•  Nig^t  swimming 

Special  Guests: 

•  His  Praise  Ensemble,  Vicksburg 

•  Hilton  Family  Singers 

•  Joseph  Harris,  magidan 


A  WMU  regional  training  event,  featuring: 
Wanda  Lee,  executive  director,  WMU,  SBC  * 
Esther  Burroughs,  noted  author  &  speaker 
Gwen  Williams,  worship  leader 
Missionaries 
Nine  Conference  Sessions 


ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


Jy)/5u;est  (Benference  ^eglstratier) 


Name:  _ 

Address:  _ 

City: _ 

Phone:  (home) , 

Church:  _ 

Association: 


State: 


•  Package  includes  transportation,  4  nights  lodging,  program  fee 
and  conference  meals.  (Travel  meals  are  on  your  own. ) 

•  Total  cost  due  at  registration.  Deadline  to  register,  July  10. 

•  Substitutions  may  be  made  at  any  time.  No  refunds  after  July  24. 

•  Make  checks  payable  to  MBCB  (designate  for  Wmdermere 
Women  "s  CorferetKe)  and  mail  with  registration  form  to 
Mississippi  WMU,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

•  Contact  Miss.  WMU  office  for  more  irformation,  in  Jackson, 
292-3316,  or  1-800-748-1651  or  E-mail:  tanderson@mbcb.org. 

Travel  Schedule:  Depart  from  Garaywa,  Aug.  IS;  Omfereiice,  Aug. 
16-17;  Depart  from  Windermere,  spend  night  in  route  to  Mississippi, 
Aug.  18;  Arrive  at  Garaywa,  Aug.  19. 


Hilton  Family  Singers 

For  every  three 
paying  families, 
spouse  of  church  or 
association  leader 
gets  in  free 

For  more  information  contact 
the  Disdpleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Department 
1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800 


Registration  For  Family  Week 

Name  of  Adults  _ 

i  Address _ 

Phone _ _ 

Children's  names /Inrthdays _ 

I  Church  _ 

}  Assodation  _ 

I  Mail  to:  Gulbhore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street,  Pass  Ouistian,  MS  39571 
j  (Visa  and  MasterCard  are  accepted.)  For  more  info  call  228-452-7261.  Make  checks 
j  payable  to  Gulfohore  Baptist  Assembly.  (Note:  no  skateboards  or  roller-blades) 

I 

I  Deposit:  $40  per  persrm  w  $80  per  family 

I  COST  PER  PERSON -ROOMfMEALS/RESERVATIONS 

I  *A»Uiiit  "C^Unit 

I  Adults  (12  years  and  up)  ...4165.40  each  Adults  (12  years  and  up)  .415020  eadi 

!  Child  (2-11  years  old) . 482.45  each  Child  ( 2-11  years  old) 48040  each 

I  Under  2  years  old . 44.00  each  Uttder  2  years  old . 44625  each 


AlanCorray 


May  26-28 


Renee  Schidt 


•Men*s  Conferences  with  Alan  Correy 
•  Women*s  Conferences  with  Renee  Schidt 

•  Hawaiian  Luau  with  steel  drum  band.  Holmes  Community  College 

•  Celebration  Services  •  Ice  Cream  Fellowship  •  Seafood  Banquet 

“Walking  Faithfully^*  with  Gwen  Williams,  Miss  Chocolate,  New  Orleans 


T-Shirt  for  early  registration  ($40  deposit  by  May  1) 

•  Sunday  options  include  Jazzland  ($20  by  May  1),  New  Orleans, 
Seamen’s  Ministry,  Swamp  Tour 

•  Sunday  Night  Concert  featuring  The  Naturals  from  Mississippi  CoHege 
Cost  $90.45  (2  person  room)  or$82.45  (2-4  per  room) 

For  reservations,  call  Gul^hore  Baptist  Assembly:  1-228-452-7261 

Call  the  Diedpieship  and  Family  Ministry  Dept,  for  info:  601-968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 


For  (1)  OiristiM  Home  Week 
(Discipleihip  &  Famiiy 
Mimriry  Emphasis);  (2) 
Although  most  people  still  do 
not  read  the  BIM  during  the 
w«ck,  the  shwfeb^,  steady 
morease  in  thftpMportion  of 
people  who  d^^  also  hope¬ 
ful.  Pray  that  mote  paienb  wifl 
begin  hanly  devotions. 


wife  acccpt|d  qjMat  th 
group  mectmg  intneir  ho 
Pray  for  both  cel  groups. 


IhatGod  I  flood  victims  and  share  the 
I  gospel  with  the  hopeless. 


For  (1)  Sunday  School 
Diiecton' Lab;  FBC,  Columbia 
(S9;  (2)  I  SoMT  Aduk  Conference; 
CuKdioie  Assembly  (Dtf M);  (3) 
Chung  UofAlor^Springs, 
fiiln  it  I  rhirbiiiin  piUiii 
niWMIM  MRnMMM  nIIQm 
church.  Pray  for  the  miniitriu  of 
lie  church  and  for  powlh 
numerkaly  and  spiritualy. 


Mother's  Day  is  set  apart  every 
year  in  honor  of  motherhood. 
It  received  national  leco^ii- 
tiononk^JU^^f  whm 

Congrnsrlcoi^iniM^  liat 
the  govemmcnt  observe 
Motiier's  Day.  Today,  pray 
especialy  for  al  mothm 


For  (1)  Assodational  Leadership  \  TheThuringenTeamin  !  For  (1)11  Senior  Aduh 

Conference;  mgecrest  BC,  |  Germany  rejoices  dial  after  a  ]  Conference;  GuKriiore 

Ma(Bson(MSN)(D;(2)  |  man  from  a  Last  Frontier  nation  |  Asoembly,  17th- 19th 

'Crossover' H  held  each  year  |  received  a  cm  of  Ik  lesus*  I  (DftFM);  (2)  Recently,  a  reli- 

befarelwS^sJ^lnieet-  ^  fBmandafeBwI^Bhientinlus  gious  Icailii  jdTKBw  contact¬ 
ing.  It  indudfeptlyel|door-to-  I  mother  tongjmKll|fewed  it  to  cdoncofo|r  pc^winelto 

door  canvaniig,lbnw  witness-  |  olwr  peopWwemibif country.  learn  bboufChratianity.  Pray 

ing,spoibevaiigelntt,and  |  OnetilimBKdIwffenso  forourworfcerasheshareslK 

bMparties  P^forCromovcr  much,  Int  he  took  it  back  to  his  goqxl  message  and  dbcusses 

inNewOrleaniy|uneB-10.  home  country  to  show.  the  BMe  with  him. 


May  4-1 7,  2001 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PfayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


15  iM^cynrTArm  ^Arnrr  cyf  cnrR  ltv£5 

"We  pra^  about  the  e\/eryba^  concerns  as  Well  as  the  major  Life  'becisions.  "AVe  pra^ 
lon^  term,  anh  vJe  pra^  for  immediate  neehs.  ‘'We  pri^  at  regular  times,  anh  vJe  pra^ 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  Jim  CLontz.  't>ai>tist  .Ahults.  3i>ring  2001 


For  (1)  Senior  Adult  Choir 
Festival;  Morriscm  Hei^its  BC, 
Clinton  (Church  Musk);  (2) 
Madagascar,  one  of  the  largest 
islands  in  the  world  currently 


Baptist  Budding  AT  HOME 
DAYS  9th  - 1 1  li;  (2)  Flooding 
has  affected  more  than 
250,000  people  in  Malawi. 
Please  pray  ^  missionary 


Missionaries  serving  on  the 
Andean  Agriculture  Team  in 
Venezuela  re<|uests  your 
prayers  for  two  new  cefl 
groups.  Pray  for  D.,  who 


For:  (DNchemiah  Project;  i 
BigitistBuldbigfStrat^  I 
Mbsfons);  (2)  Wltnessii^  I 
through  Mrfa;  Ri|gecrest  BC,  | 
Madwm  (DBS)  Broadcast 
Services;  (3)  Pray  for  Church  I 
Planters  •  MWanaries  who  go  i 
to  a  locatianjlv|ere  it  has  bm  | 
dcterminedVilla  new  church  I 
is  needed 

MMMnssHnnaMMni  n  n  1 1  w-  ,  ^ 

Mnsionaiy  Wesley  jones, 
Tajunsdoo  Mam  Team,  (juatcmala  : 
asis  you  to  pray  for  Ik  tiny 
church  in  Nuevo  Porvenir, 
where  Ik  pastor  has  sufi^ 
great  rejccl«Hmnicr,  chiring  ^ 
Ik  showHt^lielbsuir  film, 

Ik  church  wfpacied  out  Pray  | 
for  the  Holy  Spirit's  conviction 
in  their  hearts. 


For:(1)  Youth  Bible  Study  ; 
Outside  Ik  WaOs;  FBC,  | 
CuNjiort  (SS);  (2)  New  Church  I 
Start  Upcitoe;  Panola  Assn.  I 
Center;  Batesvile;  (SM);  (3)  | 

Carl  Myers  of  PopiarvHle,  MS,  I 
MSC  vokmtaasdeading  con- 
stnictfon  teftsH^olmwa  in  | 
May  and  tosj|to(|i|ania  in  july.  ) 


In  Peru  missionaries  Mlw  and  | 
Katl^  Weaver  work  with  the  | 
Rapid  Entry  and  Advance  | 
Program.  This  is  a  method  to  | 
readi  the  many ‘^mkro*  bidige-i 
nous  prale  gmugs  by  seeking  I 
churdi»|D  Mciaithem,  pray  I 
for  the  pylegW  to  send  | 
multiple  vokml^  teams  to  | 
minister  and  share  the  gospel.  I 


,  For  (1)  Sunday  School  Directors'  . 
f  Ub;FBC3ooneville(SS);(2) 

>  Studerrt  ministry  in  Nairobi,  | 

;  Kenya,  a  city  of  over  3  million  ! 
J  people.  Two  cleans  of  students  ! 
!  at  two  different  osleger  are 
I  asking  the  Paifdadils  Baptist 
I  Church  to  cstab|sh  a  Shidcnt  I 
I  Ministry  Board  with  a  foB-time  ! 
I  staff  persoiL  Pray  that  they  wM.  | 


Mi  s  .  .‘u  s  purp  ;-^** 

provide  the  youtfi  of  M  .  ippi  the  opp;  rt 
to  gather  for  a  i-ontempor  -f  ,  worship 
celebration  led  by  creativ 
communicators  of  the  qi;-  i 
resulting  in  edifying  bclifv 
and  reaching  o"'ors  fc^  f  >,r  : 


MlSSISSIfJjJl 

rhday.  July 


iiseum,  Jackson 
6:30-9:00  p.m 


i  hael  joh! 
i  lemeni 

i  \hit’  t  l’:,i‘ 


For  all  assodational 
WMU  age-level  leadership 

Friday,  May  18, 4  p.m. 
until  Saturday,  May  22, 2:30  p.m. 
Camp  Garaywa 


Name  _ 
Address 


A.L.T.  Registration  Form 

_ Phone  _ 

_ estate _ 


Housing  costs  (per  person,  three  meals  included) 

Guest  House  (linens  included)  $32 _ 

Patterson  Place  (adults  only)  #  per  room  Cost  per  person  Room 


Roommate(5) 


.  number  attending  X  $_ 


$53 

$48 

$43 

$38 

(price  each)  -  $_ 


total  enclosed 


Send  registration  form  &  check  to  WMU,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205. 


Na\mes  in  the  News 


The  combined  choirs  of 
Central  Church  and  Carmel 
Church,  Meridian,  will  pre- 
sent  God  for  Us  at  Central 

Church,  Mayr  6  at  6:30  p.m.  For  ^ 

additional  information,  call 
(601)  693-4288. 

Mission  of  » 

Monument  Drive  Church, 

nized  during  the  morning  wor- 

(from 
are  Tori 

Comstock;  Caleb  Russell;  Kelly 
Ashl^  Pulse;  (front 
row)  Florence  Francis,  co-direc- 
tor;  Austin  Reeder;  Rebecca 

Tackett;  Br^don  Smith;  Anna  Mission  Friends  of  Mont 

Brooks;  and  Mary  Lee  Tackett, 

co-director.  Not  pictured  are  Analyse  Long  and  Peyton  Dyer. 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Purvis 

GAs,  of  First  Church,  past  50  years  of  history,  thank- 
Purvis,  are  pictured  with  34  mg  God  fof  the  present,  and 
ihoebox  Easter  baskets  that  by  faith  looking  into  the 
hey  wrapped,  decorated,  and  future,"  said  Clarence  Cooper, 
died  for  delivery  to  the  pastor.  ^ 

Zhristian  Services  Center  in 
lattiesburg.  Stephanie  Stuart 
the  GA  cnrector. 


Death,  loss,  and  grief  week¬ 
end  workshop  will  be  held 
May  11-12  at  Central  Church, 
Meridian.  Registration  will  be 
S:15-7  p.m.  on  Friday  with  ses¬ 
sion  1,  7-9  p.m.  Activities  on 
Saturday  are  8:30-10:30  a.m., 
session  2;  and  10:30-11:30  a.m., 
session  3.  The  workshop  will 
:>e  led  by  Jeanine  C.  Bozeman, 
:’rofessor  of  social  work,  New 


E>elta  Assodatiem.  Pictured  are 
John  Sheppard,  Abernathy, 
Penningt  *  “ 


r  ennington, 
and  Lura 
Sheppard, 
director  for 
Alternative  for 
Life  with 
NAMB. 


Tommy 
Jenkins  was 
recently 
licensed  to  the 
ministry  at 
Oakland 


Orleans  Seminary.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information,  call  (601) 
693-4288. 


Emmanuel 


Church, 


Grenada,  will  celebrate  it  50th 
anniversary  on  May  13  at  2:30 

_ _ //lar  I*'  1  . 


Ellingburg,  Turner,  and  Jones 


p.m.  "We  have  planned  a  spe¬ 
cial  service  looking  over  the 


Dennis  Edward  Ellingburg 


was  ordained  to  the  ministry  on 
Feb.  18  at  Leesburg  Church, 
Morton.  He  is  presently  youth 
nunister  at  First  Church,  Morton. 
Pictirred  with  Ellingburg  are  Joe 
Turner,  pastor.  First  Church;  and 
Jeff  Jones,  associate  pastor, 
Leesburg  Church. 

Nancy  Peimington,  director, 
and  Glenda  Abernathy,  coun¬ 
selor,  for  the  Crisis  Pregnancy 
Center  in  Clarksdale,  attended 
the  Alternative  for  Life 
Conference,  sponsored  by  *e 
North  Arnerican  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  in  Baltimore  on  March 
19-21.  The  Crisis  •  Pregnancy 
Center  is  a  ministry  of  the  North 


Look  at  the 
big  picture. 


Jenkins  and  Russell 


■I  Mt  Baptist,  we're  committed  to 
providing  a  full  range  of  health  care 
services.  So,  whether  you're  seeking 
care  for  your  child's  skinned  knees  or 
jour  ^andmotheTs  blocked  arteries, 
the  picture  Is  clear. 


iiwMnMMKSTKneitp. 

invites  your  indication  of  interest  to; 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  io% 

Th«»  bonds  may  Ik  placed  in  a  arlMirectrd  KA. 
Transfers  and  roilovers  accepted,  in  most  cases. 


J.  Sheppard,  Abemathy,  Pennington,  and  L.  Shepppard 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  umouncement  is  neither  an  ciffer  to  sell 
nor  a  soliciution  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 


Brentwood,  TN  ♦  Since  1953 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

y  We  buy  used  buses 

LifeWay  Discount 


5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  rompleie  infonnation  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  fhe 
particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  send  money.  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subiect  to  availability. 


(800)  370-6180 


Martia  Northern  MO-MM007 

PO  Boa  IMS  M141M100 

JPeatoo,  AS  Fax  S01-31MI10 

Heaee  send  me  Information  on  the  First 
Morta^  Church  bonds  curtierttly  being  offered  by 
_ Great  Nation  Investment  Corp. 


Available  in  Iff  to  3T  models 


(12  to  47  passengers.  New  A,  Used) 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
.  will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


THE  LORD'S  MONEY 

Editor: 

My  wife  and  I  were  watch¬ 
ing  the  local  television  news 
when  a  story  caught  our  atten¬ 
tion.  A  local  church  was  the 
center  of  controversy  because  a 
few  members  were  mad  about 
a  decision  Ae  church  had 
made.  Tliese  people  wanted 
their  $1,000  gift  to  tc  returned 
to  them.  I  have  a  few  droughts  I 
would  like  to  share. 

First,  I  feel  strongly  that  a 
church  is  autonomous. 
Whatever  a  church  decides  to 
do  is  its  own  concern.  I  c<umot 
see  where  ttiis  church  violated 
Scripture  v^dien  they  decided  to 
change  its  name. 

Se^ndly,  I  am  grieved  that 
these  people  who  are  upset 
would  go  to  the  local  news  to 
air  their  cmger  at  this  church. 
While  they  are  openly  tearing 
down  this  church  ana  its  pas¬ 
tor,  a  lost  world  is  watching. 

Where  was  Christ  in  ftvis? 
Where  was  his  mission?  I  saw 
damage  being  done  to  the  Bride 
of  Chmt  on  secular  television, 
and  tids  grieved  my  heart.  — 

Lastly,  1  wonder  to  whom 
the  gift  of  money  was  given. 
Was  it  given  to  an  organization 
or  was  it  given  to  the  Lord? 


My  wife  and  I  feel  so  strcmg- 
ly  about  this  that  we  are  giving 
a  gift  to.dus  church.  Irs  die 
Lord's  money  in  die  first  place, 
not  mine.  I  would  encourage 
others  to  do  so  as  well. 

I  had  never  had  a  conversa- 
ticm  widi  the  pastor  until  after 
die  news  stoiy.  I'm  ccmvinced 
^t  he  and  die  churdi  are  try¬ 
ing  their  best  to  reach  that  com¬ 
munity  for  Christ. 

Jtdinny  Beave^astor 
Pilgrims  Rest  Cfiuidi 
Crystal  Springs 

THANKS  FOR  LETTER 
Editor: 

I  would  like  to  add  to  the  let¬ 
ter,  Siouldn't  Get  Rich,  in  April 
12  edition.  I  am  in  full  agreement 
that  if  tiiere  is  nothing  wrong  in 
the  amount  of  salary  received  it 
would  be  published  without  dis¬ 
cussion.  Cmly  tilings  tiiat  aren't 
seen  to  be  correct  are  hidden. 

Also,  this  letter  brought  to 
my  mind  a  Scripture:  "To 
wnom  much  is  given,  much  is 
required."  Our  denomination  is 
the  richest  in  the  world.  Last 
year  a  list  of  investments  of  the 
International  Mission  Board 
was  published  with  dollar 
value  upward  of  $248  million. 


My  prayer  and  desire  for 
Soutnem  Baptists  is  that  we 
would  humble  ourselves  before 
God  before  it  is  too  late.  By  too 
late,  I  mean  die  Lord  is  coming 
again.  It's  still  true,  once  saved 
always  saved.  We  can  still  pray 
directiy  to  God  even  if  d«  pre¬ 
sent  B^ti^  Faith  and  Message 
says  omerwise. 

Yes  we  will  have  to  answer 
for  our  tetrible  blunders.  Thanks 
Pastor  Brady  for  your  letter. 
Good  to  imaw  we  still  have 
some  pastors  willing  to  stand  up 
and  be  counted  even  when  it 
isn't  the  txipular  thing  to  do. 
Lou  Carroll 
Gulfport 


GIVE  ENCOURAGEMENT 
Editor: 

I  would  like  for  you  to  go 
back  in  your  mind  and  recall 
when  you  were  fourteen  years 
of  age  and  try  to  remember  the 
issues  that  were  of  greatest 
importance  to  you  at  that  time. 
In  comparison,  consider  your 
life  today.  Career,  finances, 
family  obligations,  deadlines, 
etc.  and  all  the  day  to  day 
stresses  these  aspects  involve. 

So  what  is  my  point  here? 

In  the  world  or  the  fourteen- 


year-old,  desperately  juj 
puberty,  peer  pressure, 
acceptwce,  academic  achieve¬ 
ment,  and  parental  expecta¬ 
tions,  the  anxiety  and  stress  is 
just  as  overwhelming  to 
tiim/her  as  it  is  for  die  single 
parent  struggling  to  hold  a  job, 
raise  children,  and  pay  die  bills. 

The  frustrated  young  boy  in 
the  back  row,  who  consistendy 
makes  poor  grades,  evoitually 
gives  up  and  the  frustration 
turns  to  anger. 

The  awkward  young  girl 
whom  no  one  notices,  or  the 
overweight  child  everyone 
humiliates,  ary  themselves  to 
sle^  eadi  night  in  despair. 

Tne  child  who  appears  to 
have  everytimg  he  could  want 
commits  suicide  because  no 
one  bothered  to  listen. 

Now  the  recurrent  sound  of 
gunfire  is  shattering  the  silence. 
I  do  not  believe  it  is  an  issue  of 
race  or  financial  status. 

The  child  growing  up  in 
abject  poverty  needs  to  laiow  he 
is  of  vmue  and  loved  for  who  he 
is  just  as  the  child  who  has  all 
his  material  needs  met-not  for 
what  they  can  achieve,  but 
because  they  are  each  wonder¬ 
fully  unique  with  individual  tal- 

continued  on  page  9 


Baptist  Collcgp  Nnws 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
^  subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Mississiroi  College  chapter 
of  Mortar  Board  inducted  48 
new  members  into  its  ranks  dur¬ 
ing  a  special  ceremony  held 
recently  on  campus.  Mortar 
Board  is  a  senior  honor  society 
dedicated  to  die  principles  of 
scholarship,  leadership,  fellow¬ 
ship,  collie  loyalty,  self-aware¬ 
ness,  and  service.  Inducted  were 
Missy  Bagwell,  Nicholas  Belk, 
Meli^  Bellah,  Jonadian  Beny, 
Victor  Black,  Brian  Blackwell, 
Betsy  Boemer,  Jonathan 
Bradshaw,  Elizabeth  Bulkhead, 
ReeRee  Byron,  Lauren  Chow, 
Carrie  Cutrer,  Roy  Dabbs,  Jr., 
April  DeMoss,  David  I^kes,  Jc^ 
Fain,  Brandon  Fortinberry,  Amy 
Fountain,  Marjo  Gill,  Joshua 
Grissom,  Karen  Hand,  Melissa 
Harms,  Abe  Hodges,  Kyle  Hunt, 
Kathryn  Keen,  Meghan 
Kennedy,  Travis  Lee,  Sandra 
Noyes,  Laurin  Parks,  Elizabeth 
Patten,  Katherine  Patten,  Brooks 
Poole,  Mandy  Prevost,  Mary 
Pritchett,  Priscilla  Pulliam, 
Wesley  Quick,  Anne  Ranson, 
Rebek^  Ray,  Janalee  Shadbum, 
Carla  Simpson,  Amy  C.  Smith, 
Katy  Thompson,  Elizabeth 


Travers,  Peggy  Walker,  William 
Waller,  Collm  Ware,  Hart  Wylie, 
and  Andy  Yarborough. 

Mississippi  College  (MC) 
will  hold  its  spring  graduation 
ceremonies  on  Saturday,  May 
12  at  10  a.m.  in  Robinson-Hale 
Stadium.  Approximately  560 
students  are  expected  to  gradu¬ 
ate  from  the  school.  The 
Honorable  Thad  Cochran, 
United  States  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  will  be  the  com¬ 
mencement  speaker.  The  MC 
School  of  Nursing  will  hold  its 
Pinning  Ceremony  on  Friday, 
May  11  at  11  a.m.  in  Spell 
Auditorium  of  Provine  Chapel. 
The  School  of  Law  will  hola  its 
Hooding  Ceremony  at  2  p.m.  at 
First  Church  of  Jackson. 

The  American  Chemical 
Society  held  its  annual  SAACS 
awards  banquet  April  2  as  part 
of  the  221st  American  Chemical 
Society  National  Meeting  and 
Exposition  in  San  Diego,  Calif. 
At  the  ceremony,  attended  by 
chemistry  faculw  and  student 
representatives  from  four-year 


colleges  across  the  nation,  the 
Mississippi  College  chapter 
was  given  the  lOOO 
Outstanding  Chapter  Award. 
This  award  is  given  to  a  chapter 
based  on  the  number  of  chem¬ 
istry  activities  done  during  the 
previous  year;  community  pro¬ 
jects  expressed  in  outreach 
demonstrations  at  area  high 
schools;  student  participation 
in  presenting  research  in 
regional  and  national  chem¬ 
istry  meetings;  the  hosting  of  a 


number  of  chemistry  lectures 
on  campus;  and  local  involve¬ 
ment  in  National  Chemistry 
Week  activities.  This  award 
was  one  of  31  "Outstanding 
Chapter  Awards"  given  by  the 
national  organization  from  the 
more  than  two  thousand 
SAACS  chapters  nationwide. 
Accepting  the  award  for  the 
college  was  John  L^g,  emeri¬ 
tus  professor  of  Cnemistry, 
and  immediate  past  chair  of 
the  department. 


the  fncnedible  stonj  of  the  man  who  changed  the  world  forever, 
in  America^i  premier  outdoor  drama.  A  cast  of  hurxJteds,  exotic  animals  and 
state-of-the-art  Sound  deliver  an  awe-inspirir^  performance  under  the  stars. 

Special  rates  for  church  groups! 

t  7B2>»wwwLp««eMilonpliy.ooin»aooi  SiMB^Upttty.OelDiwraT 


ATTENTION  VBS  DIRECTORS  &  PASTORS 
Lee  Pitts  Spooner  &  Nicky  “God’s  Little  Talking  Tree” 
will  be  touring  the  Southeast  USA  on  their 
2001  VBS  “Truth  Trackers”  Tour 
to  tell  Boys  and  Girts  everywhere  about  the 

^King  of  Truth”  -  Jesus  Christ 

■  To  inquire  about  Lee  A  Nicky  coming  to 

your  VBS  -  Call  334-660-7628 

******** 

Visit  us  @  http://members.aol.coni/leepitts 
for  more  info  on  our  One  Day  Family 
Conferences  for  your  church 

«••***** 

A  production  of  Total  Family  Ministrtts,  Mobile,  AL 


DOE.  Fax  resume  to  (601 )  856-6476 


NEED  RESUMES  FOR  FULL-TIME  MIN¬ 
ISTER  OF  YOUTH  and  also  for  part-time 
minister  of  education,  please  send  to 
Raymond  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  728, 
Raymond,  MS  39154,  ATTN;  P&stor. 
PART-TIME  MUSIC  MINISTER  -  Send 
resume  to  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church, 
1940  Old  Hwy.  35  North,  Columbia, 
MS  39429. 


NEW  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Meridian,  is  seeking  a  full-time  minister 
of  youth  and  education.  Send  resume  to 
New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  ATTN: 
Ministerial  Staff  Search  Committee, 
6573  Hvyy  1^5,  Meridian,  MS  39301 . 


CHURCH  AVERAGING  100  IN  SUN 
DAY  SCHOOL  seeks  full-time  or  bi 


VAN  SEATS  FOR  SALE!  Four  seats  that 
fit  1994  to  1998  model  15  passenger 
Dodge  van;  $275.  Call  (Ml )  825-0605. 
CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL. 
(800)  830-0583. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  15  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601 ) 
948-3391.  Since  1965. 

INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 
CLASS  STUDIO:  Custom  church 
windows.  Columbus  -  toll  free 
(877)  4:^-2899. 

CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970. 
REACH  THE  WORLD  TRAVEL. 
Established,  experienced  travel  agency 
offering  group  mission  travel  spe¬ 
cial  rates.  (800)  277-2001. 

wwyy.ReachTheWorj^ravd.com. 
UNIQUrpUND  RAISER.  Sell  charm¬ 
ing,  nostalgic  Heirlooms  of  Tomorrow. 
Personalized  Bible  bookmarks.  Free 
sample  &  details.  John  D.  Eagan,  403Z 
Franklin  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70122. 


NEW  ORLEANS  SBC  SPECIAL!  Holiday 
Inn  Westbank,  free  parking,  shuttle, 
$99/night.  Other  hotels  also  available. 
Christian  Travelers  (800)  972-8952. 
1979  BLUEBIRD  -  CAT  DIESEL.  139K 
miles.  Contact  FBC  Gautier  at  (228) 
497-4050. 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661^. 
BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  sleeps  six. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  6th 
and  7th  free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  arid 
cocoa.  $100.00  daily.  Register  for  free 
return  trip.  Accommodates  large 
groups.  Call  early  for  reservations 
(66^746-4632^ 

SUPER  GRACE  BEACH  HOUSE  for 
rent.  Excellent  for  staff  retreats  or  fami¬ 
ly  vacations.  Located  in  a  private  sub¬ 
division  at  the  beach  at  Fort  Morgan, 
Ala.  Visit  our  website  at  http^ysuper- 
grace.jumptravel.com  or  call  Allan  or 
Linda  Rankin  at  (888)  784-4025. 
INDOOR  PLAY  EQUIPMENT  from  Ton 
O  Fun  (170  children  capacity),  f^id 
$165,01)0;  for  safe  fer  $65,000.  Crff 
(601)957-8565. 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826^ 
1-601-924-1982 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


FAITH  dink 


dime 


continued  from  page  8 

ents,  goals,  hopes,  and  dreams. 

Give  a  child  encouragement, 
support,  a  firm  foundation 
witn  strong  roots  based  on 
unconditional  love,  and  they 
will  find  their  wings. 

Michelle  R.  Evans 
Sontag 


THANKS  FOR  ARTICLE 

Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  great  arti¬ 
cle  of  the  students  preparing  for 
service.  1  have  the  article  and 
picture  of  all  the  students  last 
summer  that  was  in  the  Record 
on  my  refrigerator  door  and  I 
see  them  at  my  prayer  time  and 
all  through  the  aay.  I  met  one  of 
the  young  men  at  one  of  our 
retreats;  he  played  the  piano  for 
us.  1  admire  their  courage  and 
giving  up  summer  pleasures  to 
serve  our  Lord.  But  there  is  eter¬ 
nal  value  in  their  service. 

1  will  be  praying  for  these 
that  are  going  this  summer,  and 
may  the  Lord  use  them  in  a 
great  w^. 

Olga  Simmons 

Myrtle 


FOCUS  ON  JESUS 
Editor: 

1  was  raised  a  Southern 
Baptist,  and  believe  in  them. 
The  shift  towards  conservatism 
in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  is  good  news. 

There  are  so .  many  church 
groups  who  have  departed  the 
Christian  Faith,  and  are  wal¬ 
lowing  in  worldly  filth. 

Baptists  everywhere  need  to 
take  a  stand  against  any  appear- 


PART-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE: 

financial  secretary,  20  hours  per  week. 
First  Baptist  Church,  Ridgeland,  MS. 
Computer  experience  a  must,  Shelby 


aiK*  of  evil  —  it  is  not  wise  to 
join  the  ecumenical  band  wagon 
—  but  to  be  separate,  and  to 
come  out  amongst  them  in  love, 
stay  out  of  the  world  council  and 
national  council  of  churches. 

Our  focus  should  be  on  Jesus 
and  his  saving  grace,  soul  win¬ 
ning,  living  noly  and  godly 
lives  with  hospitality.  Churches 
should  help  the  widows,  and 
orphans  as  much  as  possible. 
Men  and  women  should  live 
these  proper  roles  in  life. 


We  need  to  take  strong  stands 
against  homosexuality,  abor¬ 
tion,  pornography,  HoUywood, 
Feminism,  and  Halloween.  I 
think  people  should  read  their 
Bibles.  I  prefer  the  old  King 
James  Bible.  Divorce  and  remar¬ 
riage  is  plain  wrong,  and  people 
should  go  by  God's  Word  on 
that  issue,  as  on  every  topic  per¬ 
taining  to  godly  living  and  sin. 

I  brieve  we  are  living  in  the 
very  last  days.  As  Baphst 
Christians,  we  all  need  to  take  a 


vocational  associate  pastor/mimster  of 
music  and  youth.  Please  send  resume  to 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  2878  Old  Hwy 
27,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180  or  fax  (601) 
636-7574. 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND 
YOUTH  NEEDED.  Please  send  resume 
to:  Pirkway  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
579,  Kosciusko,  MS  39090;  (662)  289- 
1 222  or  fax  (682)  289-61 1  ^ 
PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHIL¬ 
DREN'S  MINISTRY  position  av^lable  at 
Hillcrest  BafXisI  Church,  Jackson,  Miss. 
Contact  VIcfdr  Dorman  at  (601)  857- 
4113  or  (601)  878-5905. 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 

How  can  I  tell  my  grandpar¬ 
ents  I'm  moving  out?  I  love  them 
but  they  are  running  my  life  and 
treating  me  like  a  child. 

You  will  always  be  a  child  to 
your  CTandparents,  no  matter 
now  old  you  are.  If  you  are  an 
adult  and  responsible  for  your¬ 
self,  moving  out  can  be  a  posi¬ 
tive  action.  Are  you  sure  you 
are  reat^  for  all  that  responsi¬ 
bility?  If^you  do  move  out,  will 
it  be  permanent  or  wUl  you  be 
back  frequently?  Your  grand- 

Earents  may  not  know  how  to 
;t  go.  Talk  with  them  about 
your  needs.  This  will  take 
some  time  as  are  "retrained." 
Show  appreciation  and  take  it 
slow.  Your  grandparents  are 
from  a  different  era  and  live  a 
different  lifestyle.  Make  sure 
you  ate  not  burning  bridges 
behind  you.  You  may  not  real¬ 
ize  it  until  you're  out  on  your 
own,  but  you  may  need  your 
grandparents'  advice  and  help 
down  the  road.  Remember  that 


I  am  considering  cremation.  Is 
there  any  reason,  from  a 
Christian  point  of  view,  why  I 
cannot  do  this  if  I  desire? 

I  find  nothing  in  Scripture 
that  says  cremation  is  wrong.  If 
you  need  information  on  the 
procedure,  talk  with  a  someone 
who  had  made  such  arrange¬ 
ments.  Deciding  now  is  impor¬ 
tant,  because  it  nees  your  loved 
ones  to  grieve  appropriately 
without  the  burden  of  making 
such  an  important  decision  at  a 
time  when  emotions  are  high. 
The  family  discussions  cam  be  a 
bonding  and  healing  time  for 
all  the  members  of  me  family, 
as  we  learn  to  make  the  most  of 
the  present  and  give  words  of 
goodness  to  each  other  while 
we  are  alive  —  rather  than  sav¬ 
ing  aU  those  kind  words  for  a 
euology. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  In  central  Mississippi,  Ron 
Mumbower  can  be  heard  from  9-10  a.m.  each  Wednesday  on  WHJT-FM  93.5.  Remember: 
in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Stand  against  sin  and  worldli¬ 
ness.  Vk  need  to  return  to  old- 
fashioned  living.  Short  pants, 
sweat  pants,  women  wearing 
pants,  unmodest  clothing  —  I 
think  God  is  not  pleased  with 
that. 

Lord  blessing  to  everyone! 
How  long  has  it  been  churches 
since  you  baptized  in  the 
rivers? 

Michael  Young 

Dillingham,  Ak. 


PRAISES  FOR  PRAY 

Editor: 

May  I  take  this  means  to 
express  grateful  appreciation 
for  the  many  valuable  and 
worthwhile  contributions  of 
Dot  Pray,  keyboard  consultant 
for  the  Church  Music 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  Dpt 
rehred  at  the  end  of  March  after 
25  years  of  faithful  service. 

During  her  tenure,  she 
blazed  new  trails  toward  recog¬ 
nition  of  an  area  heretofore 
taken  for  granted.  She  elevated 
the  level  of  appreciation  for 
organists  and  pianists  as  lead¬ 
ers  in  worship. 

As  a  musician  par  excellent. 
Dot  Pray  was  a  great  encour- 
ager  of  excellence  in  musician- 
ship  and  in  the  selection  of 
appropriate  music  for  preludes, 
offertories,  and  postludes 
which  would  honor  our  great 
God  and  bring  hirr^raise. 

Dot  Pray's  influence  has 
reached  far  bwond  the  borders 
of  the  state  of  Mississippi.  She 
has  had  an  impact  on  church 
keyboard  music  throughout  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Through  the  State  Keyboard 
Festivals  held  each  year,  she 
has  been  a  great  encourager  of 
young  musicians,  urging  them 
to  recognize  their  Goo-given 
talents  and  dedicate  them  to 
his  service. 

Dot  Pray  is  a  true  friend  to 
my  family  and  me.  It  is  now  my 
privilege  to  serve  as  church 
organist  and  minister  to  senior 
acmlts  at  Dot's  home  church. 
First  Church,  McComb. 

I  believe  tirat  I  echo  the  sen¬ 
timents  of  many  here  at  First 
Church,  the  McComb /Pike 
County  area,  and  throughout 
our  state  when  I  say:  Tnank 
you.  Dot,  for  a  job  well  done. 
We  are  all  better  because  you 
walked  and  served  among  us. 

With  Love  and  Grateful 
Appreciation, 

Ed  Sudduth 

Organist  and  Minister  to 

Senior  Adults 

First  Church,  McComb 


May  3, 2(X)1 
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you  wUl  do  everything  showed  up  unannounced  to  give  him.  Give  me  Your  for- 

you  can  to  help  yourself?  provide  theu’  services.  giveness,  for  I  cannot  forgive 

Prayer  is  not  an  excuse  "If  I  can  show  that  God  can  him  on  my  own." 

for  being  lazy  and  for  supply  the  needs  of  all  my  Corrie  took  the  man's  hand 
pushing  all  the  work  off  orphans,"  he  wrote,  "others  and  instantly  felt  an  amazing 

onto  God:  prayer  is  a  will  learn  to  trust  their  Father  current  pass  through  her  to 

way  of  fmdmg  the  to  supply  their  needs."  From  a  him.  Love  filled  her  neart.  She 

strength  cmd  abili^  to  do  small  home  for  thirty  girls,  later  wrote,  "I  discovered  that 

things  along  witn  God  Muller's  Homes  in  Bristol,  when  God  tells  us  to  love  our 

that  we  could  never  have  England,  grew  to  provide  for  enemies.  He  gives,  along  with 

Jesus  said  to  them,  "When  long  time  ago,  and  I'm  Clendinning  done  by  ourselves."  2,000  children.  the  command,  the  love  itself.^ 

you  pray,  say:  'Father...'  not  Moses.'^ 

A  wise  man  was  asl^  how  The  girl  persisted,  "Yes,  but  .  ‘Give  us  each  day  our  daily  'Forgive  us  our  sins,  for  we  'And  lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
one  should  pray.  He  said:  "Just  God  is  still  God."  bread...'  also  forgive  everyone  who  sins  tion...'" 

take  a  chair  and  put  it  opposite  Gladys  prayed  again,  implor-  In  the  mid-1800s,  George  against  us...’  A  prolific  writer,  Oswald 

you  ^d  think  to  yourself  that  ing  God  to  meet  their  need.  Muller  had  no  money  to  pro-  Corrie  Ten  Boom  and  her  sis-  Chamoers  wrote  much  about 

God  is  sitting  on  that  chair.  Then  Within  moments,  a  Chinese  vide  for  the  thirty  orphaned  ter,  Betsie,  were  sent  to  a  prayer:  "Prayer  is  often  a  temp- 

talk  to  him  m  the  way  that  you  Nationalist  officer  arrived  and  girls  he  and  his  wife  had  res-  German  concentration  camp  tation  to  bank  on  a  miracle  of 

would  talk  to  your  closest  friend,  proceeded  to  whistle  at  the  cued  from  labor  in  English  during  World  War  II  because  God  instead  of  on  a  moral 

your  confidante,  your  beloved."  water's  edge.  Immediately,  a  workhouses.  One  evening  he  they  had  given  refuge  to  Jews  issue;  that  is,  it  is  much  easier  to 

boat  appeared  to  take  the  chil-  read  in  his  Bible,  "Open  thy  in  Holland.  Betsie  died  during  ask  God  to  do  my  work  than  it 

'Flallowed  be  your  name...'  dren  across  to  safeW  in  relays.  mouth  wide  and  1  will  fill  it."  internment  and  Corrie,  later  is  to  do  it  myself.  Until  we  are 

A  missionary  in  China  dur-  God  is  still  God!  Taking  God  at  his  word,  Muller  released,  continued  to  serve  disciplined  properly,  we  will 

ing  World  War  11,  Gladys  decided  he  would  ask  God  for  God  by  traveling  to  share  the  always  be  inclined  to  bank  on 

A^ward  was  in  charge  of  mov-  'Your  kingdom  come...'  everything  he  needed  for  his  message  of  God's  love  and  for-  God's  miracles  and  refuse  to  do 

ing  100-plus  children  away  In  his  book  "Prayers  for  orphans,  without  letting  a  soul  giveness  in  Christ  Jesus.  the  moral  thing  ourselves.  It  is 

from  fast-advancing  Japanese  Young  People,"  William  know  what  was  recjuired.  Then  Following  a  church  service,  our  job,  and  it  will  never  be 

armies.  At  the  edge  of  the  Barclay  proposed  that  God  has  he  would  wait  with  pahence  the  former  SS  man  who  had  done  unless  we  do  it." 

Yellow  River,  Gladys  could  not  four  answers  to  prayer:  for  God  to  provide.  been  their  guard  at  the  o 

find  transportation  across.  A  "Sometimes  he  says  'Yes.'  Time  after  time,  George's  Ravensbruck  camp  approached  And  Jesus  says...  pray! 
young  girl  asked  her,  "Why  Sometimes  he  says  'No.'  prayers  were  answered  and  his  Corrie  saying  that  Jesus  had 

doesn't  God  open  the  Yellow  Sometimes  he  says  'Wait.'  Most  faitn  was  strengthened,  whether  washed  his  sins  away.  She  Clendinning  is  a  former  news- 

River  like  he  did  the  Red  Sea  of  all  he  says  'If.'^  it  was  food  and  clothing  on  the  urgently  prayed,  "Lord  Jesus,  paper  editor  and  a  member  of  Park 

for  Moses?"  God  says,  'I  will  help  you  IF  doorstep  or  workmen  who  forgive  me  and  help  me  to  for-  Place  Church,  Pearl. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Threat 


1  Samuel  18:1-20:42 


By  Jim  Burnett 


Have  you  heard  the  story 
about  the  flood  victim  who 
prayed  for  God  to  deliver  him? 

Immediately  upon  asking 
the  Lord  to  rescue  him  from  the 
rising  waters  in  his  house, 
there  was  a  knock  at  his  door.  It 
was  a  fireman  in  waders  ready 
to  carry  him  to  safety.  The  man 
refused  the  fireman's  offer, 
however,  saying,  "God  will 
come  for  me.* 

The  water  kept  rising.  Then 
in  the  distance  he  heard  the 
sound  of  a  motor  boat.  The  res¬ 
cue  team  pulled  up  outside  his 
second  story  wmdow  and 
begged  him  to  get  aboard,  but 
he  refused  saymg,  "God  will 
come  for  me." 

A  couple  of  hours  passed 
and  the  water  rose  to  rooflevel. 
As  the  man  stood  atop  his 


Burnett 


roof,  he  heard  the 
sound  of  a  helicopter. 

As  it  hovered  over 
his  house,  the  crew 
lowered  a  rope  and  harness 
and  pleaded  with  the  man  to 
grab  hold.  He  refused  and 
shouted,  "God  will  come  for 
me. 

The  man  drowned  and 
immediately  foimd  himself  in 
heaven  where  he  asked  Saint 
Peter  why  God  did  not  come 
for  him.  Peter  responded  by 
sa)dng,  "God  sent  a  fireman,  a 
boat,  and  a  helicopter." 

God  often  provides  help  to 
his  children  through  others. 
David  is  an  examine  of  this. 
Jonathan,  his  friend,  Michal, 
his  wife,  and  Samuel,  his  spiri¬ 
tual  coimselor,  help^  David 
escape  Saul's  murderous 
attempts  on  his  life.  God  con¬ 
tinues  to  use  jjeople  today  to 


meet  the  needs  of  his 
children. 

Deadly  suspicion 
(18:8-9).  Saul's  victory 
over  Goliath  and  the 
Philistines  was  quickly 
soured  when  the  p>eople 
began  applauding 
David  as  a  warrior 
mightier  than  Saul. 
Immediately  David  was 
seen  by  the  king  as  a 
threat  to  his  truone. 

But  what  was  David's  crime, 
and  what  was  Saul's  problem? 
David  had  simply  obeyed 
God's  will  to  fight  and  defeat 
Goliath.  Israel  praised  him  as  a 
hero;  Saul,  however,  viewed 
him  as  an  enemy. 

Have  you  ever  found  your¬ 
self  in  a  similar  position  as 
David's?  Perhaps  you  did 
exactly  what  Ckxl  requested  of 
you,  out  not  everyone  under¬ 
stood  your  actions.  In  fact,  some 
may  have  wrongly  chaig^  you 
wim  having  a  hidden  agenda  or 
selfish  motive.  Often  bemg  obe¬ 
dient  to  God  creates  friction 
between  those  in  Ckid's  will  <ind 
those  out  of  God's  will. 

Timely  helpers  (19:11-12, 


18).  Was  Saul  really  serious 
about  killing  David?  It  appears 
so,  because  three  times  he 
hurled  his  spear  at  the  agile 
David  to  no  avail.  Why  was  the 
king  so  intent  on  murdering 
this  man?  Saul's  suspicion  of 
David  had  now  prcigressed  into 
fear.  The  Spirit  of  (jod  had  left 
Saul  and  settled  mightily  upon 
David.  Saul's  rebellion  against 
God  was  creating  aciverse 
effects.  An  evil  spirit  perplexed 
his  spirit.  Paranoia  set  in,  and 
Saul  became  illogical. 

David's  life  was  in  jeopardy. 
Several  times  he  was  just  a  few 
minutes  from  death,  but  Ckxl 
sent  timely  helpers  to  assist 
David  ana  protect  him  from 
harm.  Just  in  the  nick  of  time, 
Michal,  David's  wife,  and 
Saul's  daughter,  lowered  David 
down  through  a  window,  sav¬ 
ing  him  from  her  father's  mes¬ 
sengers.  Then  Samuel,  the 
prophet  and  priest,  led  David 
from  Ramah  to  Naioth  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  safety. 

Ckxl's  timing  is  always  per¬ 
fect  and  his  provisions  are 
always  sufficient.  When  we  are 
in  need,  God  channels  his 


resources  our  way.  Often  these 
resources  come  in  human  form. 

Loyal  supporter  (20:12-13, 
31-33, 42).  Jonathan  took  a  huge 
risk  in  alerting  David  of  his 
father's  plans  to  kill  him.  From 
the  day  Jonathan  watched 
David  take  down  the  giant  with 
a  sling  and  stone,  a  special  rela¬ 
tionship  between  tnese  men 
developed.  Consequently, 
Jonathan  remained  a  loyal  sup¬ 
porter  of  David  until  death. 

All  of  us  need  "Jonathans"  in 
our  lives.  We  need  people  who 
will  love  us,  protect  us,  right  for 
us,  pray  for  us,  and  help  us.  I 
thank  God  I  have  family  and 
friends  who  have  stood  m  my 
comer  and  will  continue  to  do 
so  to  support  me. 

I  hope  you  have  some  (Jod- 
sent  people  in  your  life  who 
encoura^  you  regularly.  If  not, 
ask  the  Lord  to  send  some  your 
way.  And  let  me  encourage  you 
when  Ckxl  does  send  timely 
helpers,  do  not  be  like  the  flood 
victim  who  neglected  to  see 
God's  provision  through  the 
rescuers. 

Burnett  is  pastor  of  Raymond 
Road  Church,  jackson. 


HcraM  Habter^  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  F.  Muon  Shelby  Jr. 
MininipiN  Bee  Hive  Winnies 
Jim,  Cindy  ft  Ryan  McCurdy 
Gleria  Hughes 
Jim,  Cindy  ft  Ryan  McCurdy 
Mi.  Betty  Hux 
Jack  Beny 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tommy  Bullock  - 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Johnnie  Creel 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  James  R.  Rogers 
Mis.  Bal  Mobley 
Rev.  ft  Mis.  CanoU  Rippy,  Jr. 
Erlene  Sutton 
Mrs.  Mimouri  Ikcrd 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  Wayne 
VanHom 

Dr.  Robert  Ireland 

Mrs.  Virginia  C.  Quarles 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Jackson 
Ms.  Martha  R.  Kirk 
Pam  ft  Tun  lyier 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  S.  McRee 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Jackson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  W.  Doolittle 
Mrs.  Amanda  Jackson 
Philene  A  Smart  Allen 
Mrs.  L.  C.  (Bobbie)  Jackson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  F.  L.  Morgan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gainer  Morgan 
Roberson  Jennings 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Neil  Wrenn 
Vab  Johnson 
Ms.  Clara  Louise  Thornton 
Mrs.  Bcmctt  Jones 
Bible  Study  Friends  SSC, 
Liberty 

Mr.  A  Mis.  T.  F.  Badon 
Mrs.  Harris  D.  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wmboume 
Sullivan 
Mrs.  Ina  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Crecil  Gle  Polk  A 
Family 

Jessie  F.  Jordan 
Mr.  Homer  L.  Jordan 
Mr.DwUcy  Keen 
The  Burnell  Brown  Family 
Sasic  Garrett  Kent 
Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Fuqua  Jr. 

Sidney  KRgotc 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hiraen  Davis  Jr. 

Mr.  Joe  P.  Kirby,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  C.  While 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 
Mr.E.J.Kirfchmd 
Odean  ACUnda  Busby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Paul 
Robiman 

FBC  Kindergarten  Friends- 
Taykasville 

Father  of  Rev.  Jim  Kirkted 

Ms.  Ann  S.  Damia 
Ms.  Peggy  S.  WiOwrson 
Howm^KbUey 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  fiiends. 
MARCH  Graves 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 

1-31,2001  Mr.  Robert  Ralph  Gray 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Sullivan 
The  Jim  Marming  Family 
Ray  Greca 

Mrs.  Mary  Jaae  Evaas  Giieber  Brothers.  Inc. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raifbrd  O.  Crews  Hdea  Grlllla 
Mr.  Ray  P.  Flowers  Sally  Poison 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mathis  Hob  Beth  Watford 

Mr.  A  Mn.  BUI  Rictuadson  Mrs.  Poly  Gayaes 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Gotner  V^Uace  Mr.  A  kto.  Raiford  G.  Crews 

Mr.  W.  E.  Fialey  Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  E.  Mathews 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Tony  Gray  BIBIe  F.  Gaytoa 

Mr.  Vaa  Bart  a  Fkmiag  Mn.  Kermil  Alcorn 

Bnbba  ft  Emily  Hamnglon,  Glenn  Guyton 

Baker  Mn.  J.  R.  Loudon 

Jenna  ft  Julie  Barbara  Haddoa 

Mr.  James  C.  I^y  Mabiuuson  BC  Ladies  Bible 

Dr.  H.  L.  Flowers  Study 

Ms.  Joyce  C.  Aycock  E*  C.  Haley 

Mary  Jane  Coartacy  Forrcalcr  Mr.  ft  Mn.  BUly  W.  Woods 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Cahon  J.  Edwards  Robert  L.  HaB 
Mrs.  Ivy  Dcfl  Faxworth  Mr.  ft  Mn.  Allen  H.  Mapp  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  OcU  PoUc  ft  Weadefl  HaB 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joe  A.  Horton  Sr. 
Mr.  Charles  Haaarfe 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Alton  L.  Fields 
DarrcB  Basby  Haacoefc 
Mn.  Ruth  Hildeibrand 
Mrs:  Daisy  Hmrto 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  M.  Mebttosh 
Etta  Mcliaosh 
WHBam  D.  HmerBr,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  S.  S.  Crocker 
Mrs.  Naaaie  Loa  Hayama 
Lydia  SSC.  Springfield  BC- 
Morton 

Eala  L.  Halaws  Haynes 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Rev.  H.  O.  Haywood 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Allen  H.  Mapp  Jr. 
Mrs.  Maude  Hearn 
Mn.  Edith  M.  Aldridge 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Mack  Grsiaham 
Mr.  Norman  Weatheisby  Jr. 

Mrs.  Peggy  Hehns 
Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy 
Mrs.  Ruby  HemphlB 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  Wqm  VaiHom 
Rhoada  Henley 
Ms.  Rebecca  S.  Comezac 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  ABbrd  Herrington 
Mr.  Homer  L.  Jordan 
Leo  Hester 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ralph  P.  Williams 
Mrs.  WHBe  May  IIBderbraad 
Ms.  Elzene  P.  Bell 
Bev^HolElcId 
Thirteenth  Avmue  Pharmacy  ft 
Staff 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ralph  L.  Carroll 
Fred  Lane 

Mrs.  Frank  Williams  Jr. 

Mrs.  Mary  Pierce  Law 
Mrs.  Curtis  E.  Hughes  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jobn  F.  Rollins 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  William  ~Lane’ 
White 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Elwood  L.  Crain 
Mrs.  Lana  Ledlow 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Raiford  G.  Crews 
Mr.WBHeLee 
Hon.  Cyiahia  D.  Davis 
Mr.  David  Nathan  Legge 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ray  Legge 
Charles  Leggett 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
LelaaLeJenoe 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Lanie  Hamilton 
Mrs.  WHbara  Lenoir 
Mn.  Dora  Murray 


Philene  ft  Stiunt  Allen 
Mrs.  HBda  LewcBea 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Stanley  Dowi» 
Roseamry  M.  Madden 
Mrs.  Pearly  W.  Hood 
Ina  P.  MarUa 
Scott  ft  Helen  Loftin 
Mn.  Shiiiey  Morris 
Mrs.  Mary  Pierce 
OndeaiWebb 
Mrs.  Sue  Matthews 
C  Battery  USMCR 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joseph  D.  Smith 


Mr.  J.  T.  McAdory 

Johnny  A  Terry  Gaddis 
Jonette  Gaddis 
Mark  A  Patti  Gaddis 
Mike  A  LuAiai  Gould 
Mr.  Jeff  McAdory 
Guiliana  Nakashima 
Ms.  Dorothy  W.  Townsend 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Eugene  L  (Culpepper 
Pat  A  Gay  Bames 
Jeff  A  Rochelle  Gaddis 
Mildred  (Mickey)  McConaick 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Roy  Meek 
Mr.  Jimmie  L.  ”  Jha"  McCrory 
Rev.  A  Mn.  Howard  T. 
Scarborough 
Brother  McCiiUoagh 
Mn.  Floyd  E.  Fuqua  Jr. 

Dr.  Douglas  McDonald 
Mn.  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Mrs.  Ndl  McDonald 
The  Marvin  Hefner  Family 
Ms.  Geneva  McGUI 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  Sullivan 
Mrs.  Viola  McGivncy 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lamar  Hataway 
Bryan  McKnight 
Mis.s  Tara  L.  Lytal 
Darlene  McLeod 
ABCs  McGee  SSC.  Ackerman 
BC 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Bob  Power 
Mr.  Walton  McMahan 
Mn.  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Curtis  McMichad 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Mrs.  Inez  McNease 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Howard  Bridges 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dennis  L.  McPhail 
Mrs.  Esta  Mclien 
Fidelis  SSC.  Morrison  Heights 
BC 

Philene  A  Stuart  Allen 
Samuel  Mdton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  N. 
Grantham 
Mrs.  StcBa  Merit 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Reece  Douglas  Jr. 
Mr.  E.  KBae  Merritt 
Laura  Ainsworth 
Stanley  Coco 
Connie  Landrum 
Vicki  Wahen 
Mr.  AMn.J.V.  ParkerJr. 

Mr.  Marry  Miles 
Wayne  A  Dot  Box 
Raeemmr  MBey  Madden 
Mrs.  B.  S.  Hood 
laaP.Martia 
J.  L.  A  Matgarette  Hinton 
Dale  A  Jowl  Waring 
Mr.DowddMBkr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Spring  HiU  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Raby  MarMeth  MItchcB 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stuart  V.  Allen 
Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Vwi  Namen 
LomtfeJue  Mobley 
Ruth  SSC.  FBC-Tupelo 
Mr.  Jerry  Mellitt 
htr.  A  Mn.  Robby  Goolsby 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Wendell  R.  Stewart 
Mr.  Jaams  Wayne  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Eddy  McGinnis 
Bubbu  A  Emily  Harrington. 
Bdter. 

Julie  A  Jeima 
Shirley  MerBno 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Allen  W.  Clark  D 
Harold  Morris 
Graeber  Brothen  Inc. 

Mr.  Cohnm's  Sister 
Learned  Baptist  Church 
E.C.MnBias 
Gettis  Paul 
Anita  Renfiow 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Chris  Renfiow 
Mbs  Avia  Mullins 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Percy  IVeier 
Mrs.  Bessie  MaRfan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Percy  Peeler 
Rev.  A  Mn.  Michael  Peeler 
W.C.NaB 

Yazoo  Cty  HS  Staff  Courtesy 
Assc 

Mrs.  Betty  Carter  Natiao 
Lym  A  Myron  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Thiman  Aldridge 
Mrs.  Eunice  Newman 
Mr.  A  Mn.  T.  F.  Badon 
Jimmie  Nicketa 
Ms.  Angeb  M.  Blake 
Ms.  Frances  Blake 
Mounie  T.  Moalcy  Nunnery 
NeUie  Willis  A  Girls 
Floyd  Parker,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  R.  N.  Humphreys 
Mr.  CmHi  Parker 
Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy  A 
Staff 


WIBIam  AIvte  Parks 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  A.  Kidd 

Angaat  Pate 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Floyd  E.  Fuqua  Jr. 
Mix  Kenny  (Lyda  Augusta)  Pate 
Josephine  Evans 
Philm  A  Stuart  Allen 
Miss  Beth  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  L.  F.  "Red"  Brown 
Kossman's  Iik.  Employees 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Pat  Ingram 
Mn.  Ruby  Thornhill 
Mrs.  Linda  Patterson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Terry  Cliampion 
David  Payne 
Chris  Knott 
Mary  Rainey  Knott 
Ms.  Nell  H.  Rainey 
J.  P.  (Bubba)  Perry 
Mr.  A  Mn.  L.  C.  White 
Janies  E.  Petty 
Mr.  Ray  McGee 
Mr.  George  Phillips 
Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Adam  Pierce 
Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  B.  Minyaid 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Aubrey  Pierce  Jr. 
Grandparents  of  Mr.  Andy  Pierce 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Mrs.  Claude  Pittman 
Mn.  Faimye  Pollan 
Mrs.  Dapbene  Pittman 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Terry  Champion 
Jimie  Anding  Pleasant 
Mn.  C.  L.  Beckham 
Mn.  Laura  J.  Moody 
Mrs.  Catherine  Ross  Poovey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hamp  Jones  Jr. 
Martha  Ann  Puckett 
Mr.  A  Mn.  R.  N.  Humphreys 
Osmer  PuBen 
Ms.  Audrey  L.  Hill 
Brad  RateWf 
Ms.  Audrey  L.  Hill 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ed  McCormick 
Mrs.AhMRay 
Mn.  Ediith  Miller 
MixBRHeRay 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 
MHO  Raya 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Allen  H.  Mapp  Jr. 
Mr.  David  Reed 
Mn.  Fkaence  Russell 


Mn.  Bonnie  Anderson 
Dr.  Lewis  Rhodes 
Mr.  Norris  L.  Stampley 
NytasRkks 
State  Boulevard  BC 
Mr.LewbRBey 
Mr.  Wendell  Webb 
Mefln  Vtade  Robesls 
T£X.  SSC.  Springfield  BC- 
Mortrm 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Floyd  E.  Coil 

Mr.  Thomas  Rohiasoa,  Jr. 

Slate  Boulevard  BC 
Mr.  Bobby  Gha  Roland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raiford  G.  Crews 
MixURfamRom 
Mn.  Fannye  Pollan 


FredRa 
Mr.  14.  E.  Brewer 
Avis  Sneed  RnaseB 

Mn.  Carl  O.  Haskim 
Dr.  L.  Gordon  SwMiag 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Eugene  L  Culpepper 
Mr.  AMn.  JohnG.  Hardy 
Mr.  A  Mn  Roy.  McAllister 
Mr.  A  Mn.  (Charlie  Wilkinson 
Mn.  Imogene  L.  Penn 
Forest  Rotary  Oub 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tiiroer  A.  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bill  F.  Duncan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Fred  L.  (jaddis 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Calvin  Pugh 
Ms.  Edith  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Harry  K.  Woods 
Mn.  Mary  K.  Evans 
Johimy  A  Terry  Gaddis 
Jonette  Gaddis 
Mark  A  Patti  Gaddis 
Mike  A  LuAiin  Gould 
Mn.  J.  E.  Sullender  A  Beth 
Dr.  A  Mn.  J.  Clark  Hensley 
Mr.  Jimmy  Rasco 
John  H.  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Norman  N.  Fountain 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Melvin  Gilmore 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  G.  Griffith 
Pat  A  Gay  Baines 
Jeff  A  Rochelle  Gaddis 
Mr.  BiU  SatcfancM 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Stuart  V.  Allen 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 
Everett  Sdple 
Ms.  LonuiK  VanDevender 
Jobn  R.  Scott 
Mn.  Loiena  Dean 
Mrs.  Bobbie  Riley  Shaw 
Mn.  Frances  Gary 
Mn.  Shirley  Gary 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Terry  Honeycutt 
Mrs.  AmeBa  Hurt!  Shelton 
Salem  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  hfildred  Shepherd 
Rev.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Breland 
Bobbie  RBey  Show 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Perry  Sprabeny 
Mrs.  Rath  Sigrest 
Tinsley  Baptist  Church 
Marie  Shamaas 
Ms.  Joylin  C.  Davis 
James  CSInglUrn? 

Felicia  Allen 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jason  Britt 
Judge  L.  A.  Smith,  Jr. 

Dr.  A  Mn.  T.  Scott  McCay 
Kate  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mn.  David  P.  Geil  Jr. 
Mi«gie  Smith 
hfs.  Judy  S.  LiMon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Leroy  P.  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne  Wood 
Mrs.  Uvada  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ed  E.  Smith 
hirs.  Mary  Heica  Smith 
Evelyn  Hull 
Clarke  Rankin 
Mrs.  Maude  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Leslie  Lamar  Foote 
Jr. 


MaadeSorreBs 

Mn.  Sally  N.  Poison 
Beth  Watford 
Vera  Spinks 
Don  Boswell  Family 
Maurice  Boswell 
Joseph  P.  Lamon  Family 
Mr.  WBKam  U  Sprayberry 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  WiUiam  Rex 
Patterson 
Henry  Steen 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Albert  N.  Hemphill 
WilHiun  Dndu  Stephenson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  R.  Cain 
Beatrice  Stewart 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dkky  Taylor 
Mrs.  Stewart 
Stanley  A  Glean  Cobb 
Charles  Ray  Stinson 
Ms.  Cindy  Williams  Courtney 
Peter  Simpson  Stovall 
Mr.  A  Mn.  L.  C.  White 
Mrs.  B.  Strickiand 
Dorcas  SSC.  FBC-Mount  Olive 
Mn.  R.  J.  Kni^ 

James  D.  Snddnth 
Ms.  Clara  Louise  Thornton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Larry  S.  Benson 
Maybelle  SulHvan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Neil  Wrenn 
Mrs.  Janie  Livingston 
Swcarii^en 
Bobbie  Dickey 
Francs  Livingston 
William  H.  Polk  A  Co..  CPA's 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Taylor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchaiuui 
Ms.  Vivian  Tayhar 
Ms.  Anita  Nokes 
Rnbyc  Tedder 
Giaeber  Brothen  Inc. 

Rhonda  IferreB's  Brother  ft 


Homochitto  Heritage  Qub 
Mr.  ft  hits.  Gary  Jones 
hfr.  L.  E.  Thames 
Ms.  Arlie  S.  GiU 
Mr.  Jadaon  A.  "Bad”  Hdgpea, 
Jr. 

Mr.  Louis  A.  Hurst  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  L.  F.  "Red"  Brown 
Ms.  Lula  Mae  Lindsey 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Stuart  V.  Allen 
Mn.  Ruby  G.  Hollingswofth 
Raby  O'  Cain  Themm 
Mn.  Jessie  lynes 


Ms.  KatfeThamm 

Mr.  Chariri  Thomten 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Raiford  G.  Crews 


h4n.  Ruth  Hildeibrand 
Mrs.LBBanTldwcR 
Chariene  Fanner 
InaGnotham 
LolalMmy 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Weslie  Causey 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Victo  Johnson  ft 
Tiffimy 


Evam/Giotdaiio.  Inc. 


To  apply  for  a  Live-In  Child  Care 
Worker  position  please  contact: 

Peggy  Taylor 
The  Baptist 
Children's  Village 
PO  Box  27 
Clinton  MS 
39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
bcvl  ©misnet.com 


A 


•  No  special  experienced  required.  We  will  train. 

•  Couple  and  single  positions  available. 

•  Excellent  medical/retirement  benefits.. 

Room  and  boarcL- 

•  Good  Salary^Y  . 


Video  takes  in-depth  look  at  Muslim  faith 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 

YMJ  QTWI  MFYM  RFIJ 
GFWJ  MNX  MTQD  FWR 
NS  YMJ  JDJX  TK  FQQ  YMJ 
SFYNTSX;  FSI  FQQ  YMJ 
JSIX  TK  YMJ  JFWYM 
XMFQQ  XJJ  YMJ 
XFQAFYNTS  TK  TZW  LTI. 
NXFNFM  KNKYD-YBT:YJS 
Clue:  Q  =  L 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Exodus  Fourteen: 
Thirteen. 


•  .V  f  .  r- 


ALPhXrETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
In  a  mosque  in  Southern 
California,  a  young  man  makes 
a  vow  that  will  profoundly 
change  his  life:  "I  declare  that 
there  is  no  God  except  AUah, 
and  the  prophet  Muluunmad  is 
the  messenger  of  God." 

It  is  an  authentic  conversion 
to  Islam,  a  ceremony  similar  in 
some  respects  to  the  Christian 
ordiiumce  of  baptism. 

For  the  six  million  Muslims 
who  now  live  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  it  is  not  a 

EarticulcU'ly  unusual  event  — 
ut  for  Christiem  audiences 
who  witness  the  experience  on 
a  new  video  produced  Iw  the 
North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB),  it  is  a  sobering 
reminder  of  the  growing  influ¬ 
ence  of  Islam  in  a  nation  once 
considered  a  ^  bastion  of 
Christianity. 

That  personal  perspective  is 
a  common  theme  of  The  Cross 
or  the  Crescent:  Understanding 
Islcun,  a  video-based  study  of 
the  world's  second-largest  reli¬ 
gion. 

By  examining  Islam  and  its 
current  practice  in  North 
America  truough  the  eyes  of  its 
followers,  the  agency  nopes  to 
create  understanding  and 
address  popular  misconcep¬ 
tions  about  Islam  among 
Christians. 

They  also  hope  to  equip 
Christians  to  relate  more  effec¬ 
tively  with  their  Muslim  neigh¬ 
bors  when  disciissing  their  own 
deeply  held  beliefs. 

"There  is  a  realization  that 
many  Muslims  have  become  ovir 
neighbors,  and  ff\at  only  a  few, 
especially  in  our  Baptist  church¬ 
es,  really  know  about  Muslims," 
said  Wolf  Schumacher,  producer, 
director,  and  writer  of  me  video. 
"We  don't  really  know  what 
they  believe,  and  that  hinders  us 
in  communicating  ttie  Gospel  to 
them." 

The  video  is  accompanied  by 
a  53-page  leader's  manual  with 
further  resources  on  under¬ 
standing  Islam  written  by 
Samuel  Shahid,  a  professor  of 
missions  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth. 

Unlike  many  such  efforts 
p^roduced  by  Christians  for 
Christians,  The  Cross  or  the 
Crescent  hopes  to  ensure  credi¬ 
bility  by  allowing  the  story  of 
Islam  to  be  told  By  those  who 
know  it  best  —  prominent 
Islamic  scholars  and  lay  adher¬ 
ents  to  the  faith. 

The  video  then  allows 
Christian  scholars  to  clearly 
illustrate  the  critical  theological 
points  of  divergence. 

It  is  a  method  NAMB  pio¬ 
neered  in  the  1997  video.  The 
Mormon  Puzzle,  which  drew 
acclaim  for  its  ability  to  reveal 
seldom-taught  Mormon  doc¬ 
trines  as  explained  by  their 
own  scholars. 

"We  felt  like  we  had  to  look 
in-depth  at  Islam,  and  that  led 
us  to  gp  to  the  eminent  Islamic 
scholars  in  this  country,"  said 
N.S.R.K.  Ravi,  an  interfaith 
evang^ism  as^iate  for 
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NAMB  and  content  director  for 
the  video. 

"We  wanted 
them  to  explain  their 
theologiccu  basis  for 
God,  man,  sin,  and 
salvation  as  taught 
in  the  Koran." 

One  popular  mis- 
conception 
addressed  through¬ 
out  the  video  is  the 
notion  that  the  fun¬ 
damentalist  extremes 
associated  with  ter¬ 
rorism  are  in  any  way 
characteristic  of  the 
majority  of  Muslims. 

^'There  is  a  terrorist 
element  in  their  histo¬ 
ry,  but  that  is  not  the 
overriding  character¬ 
istic  of  these  people," 
said  Schumaoier.  "In 
fact,  cill  the  Muslims 
I've  talked  with  have 
strongly  condemned 
that  kmd  of  behavior." 

To  the  contrary, 
Schumacher  said  he 
was  struck  by  the  "fan 
tastic  hospitaliW"  and 
open  doors  tnat  he 
received  wherever  he  went. 

"The  idea  is  they  would  real¬ 
ly  love  to  keep  corridors  of 
communication  open.  They 
want  people  to  see  who  they 
really  are,’'  he  said. 

"I  think  they  have  a  strong 
desire  -that  we  understand 
them,  that  we  don't  see  them  as 
terrorists  but  as  Americans  and 
human  beings  who  have  very 
much  in  common  with  us." 

While  the  video  illustrates  the 
history,  practice,  and  basic  ffieol- 
ogy  of  Islam  in  a  manner  that 
would  not  be  disputed  by  most 
Muslims,  the  comparison  of  doc¬ 
trines  with  Chnstianity  does 
illustrate  the  sharp  divisions. 


Muslims  do  accept  and 
revere  Jesus  Christ  as  a  key 


prophet 
along  with  other  prophets  of 
the  Old  Testament,  believing 
only  that  the  later  revelation 
purportedly  given  to 
Muhammad  was  considered 
the  final  and  only  fully  accurate 
revelation  of  God. 

They  do  not  believe  Jesus 
was,  or  even  claimed  to  be,  the 
Son  of  God.  They  vehemently 
reject  the  concept  of  the  Trinity, 
original  sin,  and  the  need  for 
the  Atonement. 

"The  common  misconception 
of  Islam  is  that  Jews,  Christians, 
emd  Muslims  have  a  conrmon 
heritage,  that  we  are  in  common 
in  our  agreements,"  said  Ravi,  a 
specialist  in  world  religions  and 
the  New  Age  movement,  "but 


it's  not  true,  and  that's  what  we 
wanted  to  pomt  out.  In  order  to 
do  that  you  have  to  go  to 
the  source  and  let  mem 
explain  it." 

A  key  issue  stressed 
throughout  the  video  is 
that  even  the  most  devout 
followers  of  Islam  and  all 
of  its  tenets  ultimately 
will  be  judged  by  a  God 
who  makes  no  promises 
in  r^ard  to  the  afterlife. 

"Hearing  from  these 
eminent  scholars  mouths 
that  they  are  not 
absolutely  sure  of  salva¬ 
tion  at  the  end  of  their 
lives,  that  presents  some 
very  good  questions," 
Ravi  said. 

"For  Islamic  people, 
salvation  is  dependent 
on  the  merw  of  God. 
Whereas  in  Christianity 
a  person  is  assured  of 
salvation  by  accepting 
Jesus  Christ  as  Lord 
and  Savior." 

The  video  also 
examines  a  key  aspect 
of  both  Islam  and  Christianity 
that  has  drawn  fire  particularly 
toward  evamgelical  Christianity 
in  recent  years:  the  mandate  to 
communicate  beliefs  to  others 
in  hopes  that  they  will  accept 
them  as  their  own. 

In  Christianity,  it's  known  as 
ev<mgelism.  In  Islam,  the  con¬ 
cept  IS  known  as  Da'wah. 

Editor's  note:  For  information  on 
hoiv  to  purchase  The  Cross  or  The 
Crescent:  Understanding  Islam, 
visit  LfeWay  Christian  Stores  or 
contact  LifelNay  Christian 
Resources  at  (800)  448-8032.  An 
excejTJt from  the  vi^’s  introduction 
is  viewable  on  the  Internet  by  visit¬ 
ing  http:l/www.rmmb.netlevange- 
lism/iev/vUieoJslamMsp. 
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